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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 1 

REBUTTAL TESTIMONY 2 

OF 3 

LUKE BUZARD 4 

 5 

Q. Please state your name, address, occupation and employer. 6 

 7 

A. My name is Luke Buzard. My business address is 3600 Midtown 8 

Drive, Tampa, FL 33607. I am employed by Peoples Gas System, 9 

Inc. (“Peoples” or the “company”) as the Vice President of 10 

Regulatory and External Affairs, and interim Vice President 11 

of Finance.  12 

 13 

Q. Are you the same Luke Buzard who filed direct testimony in 14 

this proceeding?  15 

 16 

A. Yes, I am. 17 

 18 

Q. What are the purposes of your rebuttal testimony? 19 

 20 

A. My rebuttal testimony has two parts. The purpose of part one 21 

is to address the intervenor and Staff testimony. 22 

Specifically, I rebut issues raised in the direct testimony 23 

of Office of Public Counsel (“OPC”) witness Lane Kollen 24 

related to (1) the company’s development of the 2026 test 25 



 

 

 2 

year capital and operations and maintenance (“O&M”) budgets, 1 

and (2) Off-System Sales revenues. Additionally, in part one, 2 

I respond to the testimony of Commission Staff witness Angela 3 

Calhoun.  4 

 5 

 The purpose of the second part of my rebuttal testimony is to 6 

provide updates related to (1) Peoples’ plans to recover 7 

facilities relocation costs under Rule 25-7.150, Florida 8 

Administrative Code, (2) the company’s customer and public 9 

notices regarding this rate case proceeding, and (3) updates 10 

related to Tariff Sheet Nos. 5.201, 5.401, and 5.501.  11 

 12 

Q. Have you prepared an exhibit supporting your rebuttal 13 

testimony? 14 

 15 

A. Yes. Exhibit No. LB-2, entitled “Rebuttal Exhibit of Luke 16 

Buzard”, was prepared by me or under my direction and 17 

supervision. The contents of this exhibit were derived from 18 

the business records of the company and are true and correct 19 

to the best of my information and belief. My exhibit consists 20 

of the following two documents: 21 

 22 

Document No. 1  Composite Notice 23 

Document No. 2  Updated Tariff Sheets 24 

 25 



 

 

 3 

Q. If you do not address an issue or state a position in your 1 

testimony, does that indicate you agree with the intervenors 2 

on that point? 3 

 4 

A. No. I have not attempted to respond to every argument made by 5 

the intervenor witnesses. The fact that I may not have 6 

responded to any specific argument or statement does not 7 

indicate my agreement with that argument or statement. 8 

 9 

I. OPC WITNESS KOLLEN’S PROPOSED ADJUSTMENTS 10 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMPANY’S 2026 TEST YEAR CAPITAL BUDGET 11 

Q. Do you agree with Mr. Kollen’s suggestion that the company 12 

prepared a “rate case” budget for its 2026 test year? 13 

 14 

A. No. The company adjusted the timing of our 2026 budget 15 

development as a practical necessity to prepare the financial 16 

data for using a projected test year in this proceeding. 17 

However, Peoples developed the 2026 budget using its normal 18 

budgeting process with the same level of rigor and 19 

accountability. Additionally, the company’s Board of 20 

Directors approved the budget before the filing of our 21 

petition in this docket on March 31, 2025.  22 

 23 

 The assumptions in the company’s 2026 budget properly reflect 24 

our assessment of the resources required to provide safe and 25 



 

 

 4 

reliable gas distribution services sustainably for our 1 

customers and to meet future demand for natural gas across 2 

Florida. Additionally, the company followed generally the 3 

same process in our last three rate cases, which also used a 4 

projected test year. 5 

 6 

Q. Did the company follow the requirements for a projected test 7 

year base rate case in petitioning the Florida Public Service 8 

Commission (“Commission”) for rate relief in this docket? 9 

 10 

A. Yes. On January 30, 2025, in accordance with Rule 25-7.140, 11 

Florida Administrative Code, the company provided its test 12 

year notification to the Commission, advising that Peoples 13 

selected a projected test year ending December 31, 2026.  14 

 15 

 The company’s projected test year is based on detailed 16 

projections of load, customer numbers, planned capital 17 

projects, expenses, and other factors relevant to the request 18 

for a base rate increase. Suggesting that the budget is biased 19 

or inadequate overlooks the rigor and detail included in the 20 

company’s submission for a base rate increase. 21 

 22 

Q. Do you agree with witness Kollen’s argument that any 23 

adjustments to the budget after the rate case outcome 24 

demonstrate the lack of rigor in developing the 2026 test 25 



 

 

 5 

year budget in this rate proceeding? 1 

 2 

A. No. The company developed its 2026 projected test year budget 3 

in accordance with its stringent business practices and 4 

normal budgeting process, prioritizing safe and reliable 5 

service while meeting system growth demands. 6 

 7 

Q. Should the Commission limit or reduce the company’s 2026 8 

capital budget/rate base as proposed by OPC? 9 

 10 

A. No. As explained in Peoples’ witness Christian Richard’s 11 

rebuttal testimony, witness Kollen’s proposed capital budget 12 

reduction in the company’s 2026 revenue requirement should be 13 

rejected because it is overly simplistic, does not address 14 

the individual projects that make up the 2026 budget, and 15 

does not address the factors influencing the capital budget 16 

increase from 2025 to 2026. 17 

 18 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMPANY’S 2026 TEST YEAR O&M BUDGET 19 

Q. Mr. Kollen contends that the company’s requested team member 20 

increase should be reduced to no more than 40 team members 21 

because the additions are predominantly discretionary, not 22 

justified by business requirements, nor by customer growth. 23 

What is your response to this recommendation? 24 

 25 



 

 

 6 

A. The company demonstrated through testimony and discovery that 1 

the need for additional team members is based on both (1) 2 

business requirements and (2) customer growth.  For example, 3 

as explained in the company’s answer to Staff’s Fifth Set of 4 

Interrogatories, No. 36, the Fleet Sr. Analyst position, 5 

which involves the management of the company’s fleet of 6 

vehicles and 14 facilities is related to customer growth while 7 

the SAP Systems Analyst position is not related to growth and 8 

will provide SAP support of the company’s Work and Asset 9 

Management (“WAM”) solution. Additionally, 46 of the 80 10 

positions in 2025 are replacement positions, as explained in 11 

the direct testimony of Peoples witness Donna Bluestone.  12 

Thus, Mr. Kollen’s recommendation of 40 additions for 2025 13 

and 2026 would not even “cover” the company’s replacement 14 

positions for 2025.  15 

 16 

 Witness Kollen suggests that the company’s team member 17 

additions are not due to growth because the company’s 18 

forecasted customer growth in 2025 and 2026 is notably below 19 

the forecasted team member growth from the end of 2024 to the 20 

beginning of the test year. Again, as explained above, the 21 

team member additions are related to both business needs and 22 

customer growth. Further, the contention that customer growth 23 

and team member count are not directly or indirectly 24 

correlated disregards the impact of the type of customer that 25 
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joins our system. For example, a large customer can affect 1 

the work activities of both customer-facing and non-customer-2 

facing team members.  3 

 4 

 As a local distribution company and an essential service 5 

provider, we are committed to carrying out the crucial work 6 

activities necessary to meet both state and federal safety 7 

and compliance requirements. This responsibility is not just 8 

a requirement; it’s a commitment to the communities we serve, 9 

ensuring that we uphold the highest standards of safety and 10 

reliability in all our operations. Additionally, the natural 11 

gas industry remains very much a manual industry, and many of 12 

these activities are performed via human labor and not through 13 

technology. 14 

 15 

Q. Mr. Kollen claims on page 27 that while the investments in 16 

WAM have generated efficiencies and cost reductions, there 17 

have been no savings in the number of team members. What is 18 

your response to this criticism? 19 

 20 

A. The WAM platform went into service in September 2023, and as 21 

explained in the direct testimony of Peoples’ witness Timothy 22 

O’Connor, it provides the company with a centralized 23 

technology platform to track all aspects of our system’s asset 24 

life cycle. WAM’s infrastructure streamlines the assigning, 25 
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scheduling, and deployment of team members across our system, 1 

while collecting data on a scale previously not possible. Mr. 2 

Kollen’s criticism overlooks that (1) the company is still 3 

acclimating to the WAM system placed in service almost two 4 

years ago, and (2) WAM was not implemented to reduce team 5 

members but rather as a means of centralizing work in one 6 

system. Over time, as the company continues to gain insights 7 

from our use of WAM, we will identify opportunities to 8 

optimize resources. It is possible that such opportunities 9 

could include a reduction in future hiring needs. 10 

 11 

Q. Mr. Kollen suggests that the company is already staffed for 12 

continued growth in customers and related infrastructure, 13 

such that employees devoted to new construction are 14 

sufficient if growth remains relatively constant. Do you 15 

agree with his contention? 16 

 17 

A. No. The company has justified the business need for each team 18 

member in this case and Mr. Kollen has not challenged any 19 

specific proposed team member addition within Engineering, 20 

Construction and Technology.  21 

 22 

Q. On page 28, Mr. Kollen criticizes the company for the low 23 

number of team members insourced in comparison to the total 24 

number of team member additions. Do you agree with this 25 



 

 

 9 

characterization? 1 

 2 

A. No. As explained in the company’s answer to OPC’s First Set 3 

of Interrogatories, No. 7, the company routinely examines and 4 

balances outside contractor expenses with the need to 5 

maintain a flexible and responsive workforce. There are work 6 

activities for which insourcing is not advantageous from an 7 

operational level. Additionally, certain work activities 8 

require a specialized skill set, which makes insourcing more 9 

challenging for these positions. The insourced positions 10 

included in this case are a direct result of the company’s 11 

deliberate decision to decrease the use of outside services 12 

where it makes sense to do so. 13 

 14 

Q. How do you respond to Mr. Kollen’s claim on page 28 of his 15 

testimony that the company has pursued relentless growth in 16 

the number of team members in its “rate case” budgets and 17 

then added team members, albeit typically fewer than 18 

reflected in rate case budgets? 19 

 20 

A. As outlined in Peoples’ witness Helen Wesley's direct 21 

testimony beginning on page 30, the company adjusted its 2024 22 

hiring plans to address unforeseen expenses and revenue 23 

effects. This included moderating our team member hiring. To 24 

ensure the system operates safely and reliably while 25 
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maintaining a high standard of customer service and financial 1 

performance, Peoples made certain difficult decisions. 2 

Throughout the company's direct testimony and discovery and 3 

as further discussed in my rebuttal testimony, the company 4 

provides justification for the necessity of each position. 5 

The Commission’s authorization of these positions should be 6 

based on the business need of the position, not a penalty for 7 

making sound decisions based on new information. 8 

 9 

Q. Do you agree with Mr. Kollen’s argument that the Commission 10 

should disallow costs applied for related to hiring so that 11 

the company can “rein in” its rate case forecast? 12 

 13 

A. No. The Commission should evaluate the business need provided 14 

for each team member addition and consider the prudency of 15 

the cost considering the company’s ongoing commitment to 16 

safety, reliability, customer service and the incredible 17 

demand for natural gas. The company’s testimony and discovery 18 

have demonstrated that customers recognize the company's 19 

excellent customer service history and that we have an 20 

industry-leading safety record. 21 

 22 

Q. Should the Commission limit or reduce the company’s 2026 23 

employee count/operations & maintenance (“O&M”) expense as 24 

proposed by OPC? 25 
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A. No. Witness Kollen’s proposed employee count/O&M expense 1 

reduction in the company’s 2026 revenue requirement should be 2 

rejected. The company provided the business justification for 3 

each of its new and replacement positions requested in this 4 

case in response to OPC’s First Set of Interrogatories, No. 5 

12. Witness Kollen’s recommendation to reduce the company’s 6 

team member additions from 144 to no more than 40 by January 7 

1, 2026, is not supported or based on an examination of 8 

specific work activities or a position-by-position analysis. 9 

Rather, his adjustment is broad based and arbitrary. 10 

 11 

 Through my direct testimony and the direct testimonies of 12 

witnesses Wesley, O’Connor, Richard, and Peoples’ witness 13 

Bluestone, the company justified its forecasted staffing 14 

increases for 2025 and 2026. Additionally, the company 15 

demonstrated the need for the increases in its discovery 16 

responses, including but not limited to: OPC’s First Set of 17 

Interrogatories, Nos. 7 through 17; OPC’s Second Request for 18 

Production of Documents, No. 46; OPC’s Second Set of 19 

Interrogatories, No. 110; OPC’s Fourth Set of 20 

Interrogatories, No. 129; OPC’s Fifth Set of Interrogatories, 21 

No. 138; Staff’s Fourth Set of Interrogatories No. 24; and 22 

Staff’s Fifth Set of Interrogatories Nos. 36, 37, 38, 39, and 23 

45. Further, as explained in the direct testimony of witness 24 

Bluestone, the team member additions will support both (1) 25 
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customer growth and (2) the company’s commitment to safety 1 

and operational efficiency. 2 

 3 

 The company asserts it has proven the need for its forecasted 4 

new team members based on the growth of its system and 5 

increased work activity, the majority of which is non-6 

discretionary. Therefore, witness Kollen’s proposed staffing 7 

adjustment to randomly remove 104 positions in 2025 and 2026 8 

should be rejected. 9 

 10 

OFF-SYSTEM SALES REVENUES 11 

Q. Do you agree with OPC’s proposal to increase test year OSS 12 

revenues, considering the Commission’s decision in Docket No. 13 

20250026-GU? 14 

 15 

A. Yes. Peoples agrees that the OSS net revenues should be 16 

revised in this proceeding to reflect the Commission’s 17 

approval of the revised OSS sharing mechanism in Docket No. 18 

20250026-GU, Petition for approval to modify swing service 19 

charge, individual transportation service rider, and off-20 

system service rate schedule.  21 

 22 

Q. Do you agree with OPC’s proposal to increase 2026 test year 23 

revenues to reflect the four-year average OSS net revenues of 24 

$4.152 million? 25 
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A. No. Peoples does not support using the four-year average as 1 

a basis, suggested by OPC; however, we do not object to the 2 

Commission’s consideration of a moderate adjustment. The 3 

company acknowledges the complexity of the natural gas 4 

commodity and interstate transportation markets. This 5 

complexity poses challenges in predicting future 6 

opportunities for OSS. Thus, while our OSS net revenues 7 

currently exceed forecasts, a benefit to both customers and 8 

Peoples, this trend is not guaranteed. Any OSS forecast 9 

adjustment exceeding actual 2026 results will hinder Peoples’ 10 

reasonable opportunity to earn an approved return on equity. 11 

Setting the projected OSS revenues is an important outcome 12 

not only for this case but also helps prevent future base 13 

rate increases.  14 

 15 

II. RESPONSE TO STAFF WITNESS ANGELA CALHOUN 16 

Q. Have you reviewed the testimony of Staff witness Calhoun? 17 

 18 

A. Yes. The 132 complaints cited in witness Calhoun’s testimony 19 

represent approximately 0.013 percent of our entire customer 20 

base. Over the past several years, our complaint rate has 21 

remained relatively stable at approximately 0.02 percent of 22 

total customers. This stable complaint record combined with 23 

the low level of customer participation at the recent customer 24 

service hearings underscores Peoples’ unwavering commitment 25 
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to delivering exceptional customer satisfaction. 1 

 2 

III. NATURAL GAS FACILITIES RELOCATION COSTS  3 

Q. What is the Natural Gas Facilities Relocation Cost Recovery 4 

Clause? 5 

 6 

A. In accordance with authority granted in section 366.99(6), 7 

Florida Statutes, the Commission adopted Rule 25-7.150, 8 

Florida Administrative Code, Natural Gas Facilities 9 

Relocation Cost Recovery Clause, on April 4, 2025. This rule 10 

became effective on April 24, 2025.  11 

 12 

 Section 366.99, Florida Statutes, Natural Gas Facilities 13 

Relocation Costs, permits a natural gas utility to recover 14 

“natural gas facility relocation costs” incurred through a 15 

charge separate and apart from base rates.  16 

 17 

Q. Did the company include forecasted relocation costs in its 18 

2025 and 2026 test year forecasts? 19 

 20 

A. Yes. The company included relocation costs in its 2025 and 21 

2026 test year forecasts.  22 

 23 

Q. Is an adjustment to remove natural gas facilities relocation 24 

costs from the projected 2026 test year appropriate? 25 
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A. Yes. The company believes an adjustment in this proceeding is 1 

appropriate to reflect the company’s recovery of facility 2 

relocation costs under Rule 25-7.150, Florida Administrative 3 

Code, in a 2026 filing. Exhibit No. AN-2, Document No. 1, of 4 

Peoples’ witness Andrew Nichols’ rebuttal testimony shows the 5 

calculation of the adjustment necessary to remove natural gas 6 

facilities relocation costs. 7 

 8 

IV. COMPOSITE NOTICE EXHIBIT 9 

Q. Did the company prepare a “Composite Notice Exhibit” 10 

demonstrating its compliance with the notice requirements set 11 

forth in Rule 25-22.0406, Florida Administrative Code, in 12 

this proceeding?  13 

 14 

A. Yes. The company prepared a “Composite Notice Exhibit,” which 15 

is attached as Document No. 1 of my exhibit.  16 

 17 

V. TARIFF UPDATES 18 

Q. Did the company agree to certain proposed tariff 19 

modifications by OPC instead of the language it originally 20 

submitted? 21 

 22 

A. Yes. Document No. 2 of my exhibit reflects the company’s 23 

updates to Tariff Sheet Nos. 5.201, 5.401, and 5.501. These 24 

changes are consistent with the language proposed by OPC.  25 
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VI. SUMMARY 1 

Q. Please summarize your rebuttal testimony. 2 

 3 

A. My rebuttal testimony demonstrates that the submitted 4 

projected test year budget aligns with statutory requirements 5 

and Commission rules. The company carefully prepared its 6 

projected test year budget to ensure that we maintain safe, 7 

reliable service amid significant system growth. I further 8 

acknowledge the extensive support provided through direct 9 

testimony and discovery, which underscores our commitment to 10 

meeting customer needs and maintaining the distribution 11 

system, and to providing a reasonable opportunity for the 12 

company to achieve a mid-point return on rate base 13 

investments. Furthermore, the company responded to extensive 14 

discovery regarding specific capital projects and O&M costs, 15 

which validates our request for rate relief. I rebut any broad 16 

reductions in the filing proposed by witness Kollen without 17 

specific identification of issues of prudency. My rebuttal 18 

testimony clarifies the original filing position on the OSS 19 

revenue utilized to calculate the revenue requirement in this 20 

case. I do not object to witness Kollen’s recommendation to 21 

incorporate the Commission’s decision in Docket No. 20250026-22 

GU regarding revenue sharing and to adjust the overall 23 

projection of OSS revenues in the 2026 test year.   24 

 25 
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 Additionally, my rebuttal testimony responds to Staff witness 1 

Calhoun’s direct testimony regarding customer complaints.   2 

 3 

 Lastly, my rebuttal testimony provides updates regarding (1) 4 

facilities relocation costs under Rule 25-7.150, Florida 5 

Administrative Code, (2) the company’s customer and public 6 

notices regarding this proceeding, and (3) tariff language 7 

changes agreed to with OPC. 8 

 9 

Q. Does this conclude your rebuttal testimony? 10 

 11 

A. Yes, it does. 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 
In re: Petition for Rate Increase by Peoples 
Gas System, Inc. 
 

DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF KAREN BRAMLEY 

 
 1.  I, Karen Bramley, Director, Regulatory Affairs for Peoples Gas System, Inc., have 
personal knowledge of the matters stated in this affidavit.  
 
 2. Peoples Gas System, Inc. (“Peoples”) filed a petition for general rate increase on 
March 31, 2025. That same day, Peoples notified the chief executive office (“CEO”) of the 
governing body of each municipality and county within the service area included in the company’s 
rate petition. 
 
 3. Peoples delivered this notification by an email message sent to each CEO’s email 
address. These emails were sent with delivery receipt requested. 
 
 4. Peoples obtained a confirmation for each recipient indicating that delivery was 
complete. Exhibit 1 lists each CEO, their email address, and whether Peoples received 
confirmation of delivery. Exhibit 2 is a copy of the petition notification.  
 
 5. On May 9, 2025, Peoples posted the rate case synopsis on the company’s website.  
 
 6. On May 9, 2025, Peoples provided the CEO of the governing body of each 
municipality and county with a link to the synopsis via email. These emails were also sent with 
delivery receipt requested. At the beginning of June, Peoples made revisions to pages 15 and 17 
of the synopsis to enhance clarity.  
 
 7. On June 10, 2025, Peoples provided the CEO of the governing body of each 
municipality and county with a link to the revised synopsis via email. These emails were also sent 
with delivery receipt requested. 
 
 8. Peoples obtained a confirmation for each recipient indicating that delivery was 
complete. Exhibit 3 lists each CEO, their contact information, and whether Peoples received 
confirmation of delivery of the original synopsis. Exhibit 4 is a copy of the original synopsis 
notification. Exhibit 5 is a copy of the original rate case synopsis. Exhibit 6 lists each CEO, their 
contact information, and whether Peoples received confirmation of delivery of the revised 
synopsis. Exhibit 7 is a copy of the revised synopsis notification. Exhibit 8 is a copy of the revised 
rate case synopsis. 
 
 8. Under penalty of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing affidavit and that 
the facts stated in it are to the best of my knowledge and belief.  
  

PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC.
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DOCUMENT NO. 1
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March 31, 2025 
 
Dear City Administrator, 
 
Today, Peoples Gas System, Inc. formally filed a petition with the Florida Public Service Commission 
(PSC) (Docket No. 20250029-GU) to begin the several months-long process of requesting and receiving 
approval for an increase to our customer base rates and service charges for new rates effective Jan. 1, 
2026, and another smaller adjustment effective Jan. 1, 2027.  
 
Floridians are increasingly choosing natural gas for its cost effectiveness and reliability, particularly as 
severe weather events become more frequent and the demand for energy rises. Our distribution system 
provides safe and reliable natural gas service to residential, commercial, industrial customers and electric 
generators, as well as for the critical systems, businesses and institutions that we all depend on to remain 
reliable and resilient.  
 
As Florida continues to grow, Peoples Gas is investing in our team, tools, and the maintenance and 
expansion of our system to better serve customers and communities across the state. We take our 
responsibility to deliver safe, dependable and affordable energy to our customers seriously, and that 
includes managing our business carefully while meeting their evolving expectations. 
 
Peoples Gas is dedicated to delivering industry-leading customer service, supporting the communities we 
serve, and planning for the growing demand for energy in Florida. We acknowledge that there is never a 
good time to request rate relief and that our requested increase will have an impact on our customers. We 
do, however, believe that our proposed rates will reflect the value of natural gas to our customers and that 
the bills for our services will continue to be commensurate with the value our service provides. We’re 
committed to growing and maintaining our system and being here when and where our customers need us 
most. 
 
This letter is provided to you as required by Rule 25-22.0406 of the Florida Administrative Code, Notice 
and Public Information on General Rate Increase Requests. A copy of the petition and the MFRs can be 
accessed through the PSC website. You may also access the petition and the MFRs on our website at 
PeoplesGas.com/rates. A second communication, providing a synopsis of our request, will follow this 
letter in approximately 45 days. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this filing or the contents of the petition, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 

Sergio Abreu Jr. 
Regional Manager, External Affairs 
TECO Peoples Gas 
5101 NW 21st Avenue, Suite 460 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 
Email: sabreu@tecoenergy.com  

EXHIBIT 2 - Petition Letter
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From: REGDEPT
To: SRose@coconutcreek.net
Cc: Abreu Jr, Sergio
Subject: Availability of Synopsis of Peoples Gas System’s Rate Request
Date: Friday, May 9, 2025 2:30:08 PM

Good afternoon,
 
On March 31, 2025, Peoples Gas System Inc. filed a petition (Docket No. 20250029-GU)
with the Florida Public Service Commission requesting a future increase in base rates.
 
The company has prepared a synopsis of the request as required by Rule 25-22.0406 of
the Florida Administrative Code. Copies of the filing, including this synopsis, are
available at PeoplesGas.com/Filing and at https://www.psc.state.fl.us/clerks-
office-dockets-level2?DocketNo=20250029.
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Thank you and best regards,
 
Sergio Abreu, Jr.

Regional Manager, External Affairs
TECO Peoples Gas
5101 NW 21st Avenue, Suite 460
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33309
Email:  sabreu@tecoenergy.com
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT 4 - Original Synopsis Notification
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BEFORE THE 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU 
 

IN RE: PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC.’S 
PETITION FOR AN INCREASE IN BASE RATES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SYNOPSIS OF RATE REQUEST 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED BY PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC. PURSUANT TO 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF RULE 25-22.0406, FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, 

NOTICE AND PUBLIC INFORMATION ON GENERAL RATE INCREASE REQUESTS 

EXHIBIT 5 - Original 2025 PGS Rate Case Synopsis
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I. SUMMARY OF RATE CASE 
 
On March 31, 2025, Peoples Gas System, Inc. ("Peoples" or the "company") petitioned the 
Florida Public Service Commission ("Commission" or “PSC”) for an increase in its 
permanent base rates and charges.   
 
Under Florida law, the Commission regulates rates, miscellaneous service charges, and 
services provided by Florida investor-owned utilities. The Commission assigned Docket No. 
20250029-GU to the case. 
 
Peoples filed its test year letter on January 30, 2025, advising that, based on a review of 
the company’s projected 2025 and 2026 financial performance, it must seek an increase in 
base rates to continue to meet the natural gas needs of existing and new customers, and 
continue to provide safe, reliable, and high-quality customer service. 
 
Peoples’ last rate case was filed in April 2023, with a final order issued in December 2023. 
In the two years since Peoples’ last rate case, many factors have contributed to the 
necessity for the company to now seek rate relief, including (1) growth in rate base as the 
company keeps up with growing customer demand; (2) higher depreciation and property 
tax expense associated with rate base growth; (3) increasing costs associated with safely 
operating the company’s system and complying with federal safety and security 
requirements; (4) higher prices in the costs of labor, contractors, materials, insurance, and 
healthcare benefits; and (5) modifications in Rate Design and Cost-of-Service. 
 
Peoples has requested an increase of $103,591,089 in base revenues, which includes 
approximately $6.7 million of 2026 revenue requirements related to moving approximately 
$53.4 million of net Cast Iron/Bare Steel Replacement Rider investments made through 
December 31, 2025, into rate base. The result is a net revenue increase of $96,857,794. 
This proposed increase would be effective with the first billing cycle in January 2026. To 
mitigate the need for an additional rate relief request to be filed in 2026, the company seeks 
a subsequent year base rate adjustment of approximately $26.7 million effective with the 
first billing cycle for January 2027. 
 
Peoples also proposes closing its RS-1 billing class to new customers and merging its RS-
2 and RS-3 billing classes into one billing class.  
 
The petition and direct testimony of Peoples’ witnesses provide a more complete 
description of Peoples' request. The detailed data supporting the request are contained in 
the Minimum Filing Requirement Schedules (“MFRs”), all of which were submitted to the 
Commission in the proceeding. An Executive Summary of the case is included in the A 
Schedules of the MFRs and in Exhibit A to this synopsis. A bill comparison showing the 
current monthly rates and the proposed monthly rates is contained in Exhibit B.  
 
A copy of Peoples’ entire rate request filing with the Commission, including a complete set 
of MFRs, is available for inspection at www.peoplesgas.com/rates/our-rate-request. 
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II. COMPARISON OF THE PRESENT AND PROPOSED RATES FOR CUSTOMER 
RATE CLASSES 

 
Under Peoples’ proposal, customer classes will receive bill increases when the proposed 
new rates are put into effect on and after the first cycle billing periods in January 2026 and 
January 2027. 
 
Based on the current rates and projections for fuel and the other clauses, Peoples’ typical 
monthly residential bill (RS-2) under its proposed rates for 14 therms will increase to 
approximately $60.00 for about a 27 percent increase for 2026 and approximately $62.00 
or about a 3.0 percent increase for 2027.  
 
The current bills are calculated using the purchased gas adjustment cap rate for fuel and 
the current rates for the other clause charges and base rate charges. The proposed bills 
are also calculated using the purchased gas adjustment cap rate for fuel and current rates 
for other clause charges and adjusted for the proposed base rate changes.  
 
Attached to this synopsis as Exhibit B are the current and proposed residential and 
commercial rates. 
  
MAJOR RATE CASE ISSUES 
At the start of a general base rate case, it is not possible to anticipate all the issues that 
may arise, but potential major revenue requirement issues involved in the case could 
include: 
 

1. Are the company’s test year and sales forecasts reasonable? 
2. What should be the value of the company’s test year investment in rate base? 
3. What should be the company’s test year operating revenues? 
4. What should be the company’s test year operating expenses? 
5. What should be the company’s test year overall rate of return? 
6. What should be the company’s test year allowed rate of return on equity? 
7. What will be the company’s test year revenue deficiency? 
8. What is the appropriate cost-of-service methodology to use in designing rates? 
9. What will be the appropriate rate levels for each customer class of service? 
10. What will be the appropriate charge for each miscellaneous service? 
11. Should the Commission approve the proposed subsequent year adjustment of $26.7 

million effective with the first billing cycle for January 2027? 
 

The specific issues in the case will be identified in a prehearing order issued prior to the 
hearing. 
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III. DESCRIPTION OF THE RATE CASE PROCESS 
 
All public utilities, as defined in Section 366.02, Florida Statutes, must petition the 
Commission to increase their rates to retail customers. After filing the request, the 
Commission has eight months to conduct the case and twelve months to take final action in 
the case. The filing to request a base rate increase consists of the petition, direct testimony, 
and exhibits from the company witnesses and the MFRs, which are an extensive set of 
documents containing detailed data in support of the rate increase, including figures about 
a utility’s costs, investment, and operations for the specified test year. The information is 
distributed to the Commissioners, the Public Service Commission staff, the Office of the 
Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”), and other parties who express interest or intervene in 
the case.  
 
After a utility files a rate case, the discovery process begins. During the process, the utility 
responds to requests for information, known as interrogatories, and requests to produce 
documents from the Commission staff and the parties, including intervenors, in the case. 
The Commission staff performs a field audit of the company’s filed data to ensure 
compliance with Commission rules and the accuracy of the information provided. Formal 
depositions (interviews) with company witnesses may also be conducted to gather 
information and better identify issues.   

 
Intervenors in the case often present their witnesses, testimony, and exhibits in response to 
the company’s filing. They use the company’s initial filing materials and discovery 
responses as a basis for their positions in the case. The parties, their witnesses, testimony, 
and exhibits are also subject to discovery. The company will then have the opportunity to 
present rebuttal testimony and exhibits to any intervenors who file testimony. 

 
Toward the end of the discovery process and just before the technical hearing commences, 
the company, staff, and intervenors prepare issue lists and preliminary positions for the 
case. These lists of issues are then combined and narrowed in a Prehearing Order to help 
the Commission focus on the important facets of the case during the hearing.   
 
The first hearings in a rate case – called “service hearings” – generally commence a few 
months after filing and are scheduled by the Commission. Service hearings allow 
customers to provide testimony on the utility’s rate request and its quality of service. The 
Commission takes these views into account when ruling on the case. Customers may 
register to speak at the virtual  service hearings in one of the following ways: (1) register 
using the  PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at www.FloridaPSC.com, 
under the “Hot Topics” heading, (2) Call the PSC (850) 413-7080, or (3) email  
speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open 
on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. and close on July 10, 2025, at noon.  One day prior to the 
virtual service hearing, customers will be emailed further instructions on how to participate. 
Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at 
the venue.  Online registration is not available for in-person service hearings. Please note 
that the order in which customers speak is based upon the order in which they sign up. If 
you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.  
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The Commission has scheduled the following service hearings in this case: 
 

Virtual* 
July 14, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 

Betty Easley Conference Center 
Room 148 

4075 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

In-Person* 
July 16, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

Anne Kolb Nature Center – Mangrove Hall 
(Hollywood North Beach Park) 

751 Sheridan Street 
Hollywood, FL 33019 

In-Person 
July 17, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 

Valencia Community College 
West Campus 

1800 South Kirkman Road 
Orlando, FL 32811 

*Spanish Interpreter Available 
 
The service hearing dates and times will be published in newspapers of general circulation 
in the Company’s service areas and will also be available on the Company’s website at 
www.peoplesgas.com/rates. 
 
The Office of Public Counsel has intervened in this docket and will be present at the service 
hearings to represent the public. Public Counsel may be contacted prior to the hearing at 
111 West Madison Street, Suite 812, Claude Pepper Building, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
1400, or by phone at (800) 342-0222. 
 
The next hearing in a rate case is a technical hearing. At this hearing, the legal “record” is 
further established for deciding the case through direct, rebuttal, and cross-examination 
testimony, and the introduction of exhibits and other relevant evidence. The technical 
hearing in this case will be held on September 8-11, 2025, at the Betty Easley Conference 
Center, Room 148, located at 4075 Esplanade Way in Tallahassee, Florida.  
 
After the technical hearing, the parties file legal briefs summarizing their positions. The 
Commission staff reviews the briefs and the record produced at the hearing and provides a 
written staff recommendation to the Commission that addresses each issue identified in the 
case. 
 
The Commission holds a Special Agenda Conference and votes on the total amount of 
costs to be recovered annually through customer rates and service charges (revenue 
requirements); a Commission vote on the rates will be made on a subsequent date. After 
the votes, Commission attorneys prepare a final order that reflects the Commission’s votes 
and provides background for the case, the basis for each of the decisions reached, the 
newly approved rates, and the effective dates of the new rates. After the Commission order 
is issued, parties will have an opportunity to ask the Commission to reconsider its decision 
on the issues. 
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IV. RATE CASE TIME SCHEDULE 
Below is a tentative schedule of Peoples Gas System, Inc.’s rate case established by the 

Commission as of April 30, 2025: 

 

Description Due Date 
Petition, MFRs, and Direct Testimony Filed March 31, 2025 

Agenda – Suspension of Rates May 6, 2025 

Order – Suspension of Rates May 27, 2025 
Customer Service Hearing – Virtual 

 
Customer Service Hearing – Hollywood 

 
Customer Service Hearing – Orlando 

July 14, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

July 16, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

July 17, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 
Testimony – Intervenor June 30, 2025 

Testimony – Staff July 14, 2025 

Testimony – Rebuttal July 28, 2025 

Prehearing Statements August 14, 2025 

Discovery Actions Complete August 22, 2025 

Prehearing Conference August 28, 2025 

Technical Hearing 

September 8, 2025 

September 9, 2025 

September 10, 2025 

September 11, 2025 

Post Hearing Briefs October 7, 2025 

 

NOTE: THIS SCHEDULE IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO REVISION. 
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V. WEBSITE ADDRESS AT WHICH COMPLETE MFRS ARE AVAILABLE 
 
The entire filing, including MFRs and testimony, is available on Peoples’ website and the 

Commission website at the following links: 

 

Peoples’ Website: www.peoplesgas.com/rates/our-rate-request 

 

Commission Website: https://www.psc.state.fl.us/clerks-office-dockets-

level2?DocketNo=20250029 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
 

MINIMUM FILING REQUIREMENTS 
SCHEDULE A -  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 

COMPARISON OF PROPOSED MONTHLY RATES
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Residential Rates and Charges Comparison  
 

Rate Class 
 

Annual Therm 
Usage 

 

Current Monthly Rates Proposed Monthly Rates  

Customer         
Charge 

Base Rate Customer        
Charge 

Base Rate 

RS-1 0 - 99 $19.10 $0.35165 $26.50 $0.46319 

RS-2 100 - 249 $24.41 $0.35165 $35.50 $0.46319 

RS-3 250 - 1,999 $31.54 $0.35165 $35.50 $0.46319 

RS-GHP N/A $31.54 $0.12395 $56.00 $0.12617 

RSG (Residential               
Standby Generator) 

N/A $31.54 $0.28237 $41.00 $0.58931 

      

 
 
Miscellaneous Service Charges Current Proposed 

Residential Meter Turn On 
$78.00  
($34.00 per additional meter) 

$94.00 
($36.00 per additional meter) 

Residential Meter Reconnect 
$104.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

$100.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $33.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $25.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $29.00 $25.00 

 
If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2026. 
 
The rates do not reflect the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and major pipeline 
suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas.  
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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Business Rates Comparison Chart 
 

Rate Class 
  

Annual Therm Usage 
  

Current Monthly Rates Proposed Monthly Rates  

Customer  
Charge 

Base Rate Customer        
Charge 

Base Rate 

SGS 0 - 1,999 $43.07 $0.49286 $63.00 $0.50314 

GS-1 2,000 - 9,999 $66.05 $0.46423 $81.00 $0.45657 

GS-2 10,000 - 49,999 $123.47 $0.39723 $151.00 $0.43590 

GS-3 50,000 - 249,999 $502.52 $0.33980 $615.00 $0.38678 

GS-4 250,000 - 499,999 $952.39 $0.26323 $1,272.00 $0.35146 

GS-5 > 500,000 $2,101.00 $0.17898 $2,805.00 $0.23898 

CS-GHP N/A $52.64 $0.26323 $64.00 $0.26394 

CSG (Commercial           
Standby Generator) 

N/A $52.64 $0.28237 $70.00 $0.38361 

Wholesale N/A $665.24 $0.21978 $888.00 $0.29347 

Commercial Street 
Lighting 

N/A $0.00 $0.40680 $0.00 $0.42612 

SIS 1,000,000 - 3,999,999 $2,440.80 $0.10074 $3,259.00 $0.13451 

IS 4,000,000 - 49,999,999 $2,823.66 $0.05219 $3,652.00 $0.06751 

ISLV > 50,000,000 $3,110.82 $0.01354 $4,024.00 $0.01751 
 

Miscellaneous Service Charges Current Proposed 

Commercial Meter Turn On 
$107.00  
($46.00 per additional meter) 

$121.00 
($54.00 per additional meter) 

Commercial Meter Reconnect 
$114.00 
($42.00 per additional meter) 

$115.00 
($43.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $33.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $25.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $29.00 $25.00 
 

If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2026. 
 
The rates do not reflect your cost for natural gas. Depending on your usage, you either purchase your gas 
through a third-party supplier or use the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and 
major pipeline suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas. 
 
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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Residential Rates and Charges Comparison 

Subsequent Year Adjustment 
 

Rate Class 
 

Annual Therm 
Usage 

 

Proposed 2026 Monthly Rates Proposed 2027 Monthly Rates  

Customer         
Charge 

Base Rate Customer        
Charge 

Base Rate 

RS-1 0 - 99 $26.50 $0.46319 $28.29 $0.49439 

RS-2 100 - 249 $35.50 $0.46319 $37.89 $0.49439 

RS-3 250 - 1,999 $35.50 $0.46319 $37.89 $0.49439 

RS-GHP N/A $56.00 $0.12617 $59.77 $0.13468 

RSG (Residential               
Standby Generator) 

N/A $41.00 $0.58931 $43.76 $0.62948 

      

 
 
Miscellaneous Service Charges Proposed 2026  Proposed 2027 

Residential Meter Turn On 
$94.00 
($36.00 per additional meter) 

$94.00 
($36.00 per additional meter) 

Residential Meter Reconnect 
$100.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

$100.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $31.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $31.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $25.00 $25.00 

 
If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2027. 
 
The rates do not reflect the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and major pipeline 
suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas.  
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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Business Rates Comparison Chart Subsequent Year Adjustment 
 

Rate Class 
  

Annual Therm Usage 
  

Current Monthly Rates Proposed Monthly Rates  

Customer  
Charge 

Base Rate Customer        
Charge 

Base Rate 

SGS 0 - 1,999 $63.00 $0.50314 $66.72 $0.53284 

GS-1 2,000 - 9,999 $81.00 $0.45657 $81.00 $0.45657 

GS-2 10,000 - 49,999 $151.00 $0.43590 $155.33 $0.44840 

GS-3 50,000 - 249,999 $615.00 $0.38678 $636.70 $0.40043 

GS-4 250,000 - 499,999 $1,272.00 $0.35146 $1,357.70 $0.37514 

GS-5 > 500,000 $2,805.00 $0.23898 $2,993.99 $0.25509 

CS-GHP N/A $64.00 $0.26394 $64.00 $0.26394 

CSG (Commercial           
Standby Generator) 

N/A $70.00 $0.38361 $74.72 $0.40937 

Wholesale N/A $888.00 $0.29347 $947.83 $0.31325 

Commercial Street 
Lighting 

N/A $0.00 $0.42612 $0.00 $0.42612 

SIS 1,000,000 - 3,999,999 $3,259.00 $0.13451 $3,478.58 $0.14357 

IS 4,000,000 - 49,999,999 $3,652.00 $0.06751 $3,874.36 $0.07162 

ISLV > 50,000,000 $4,024.00 $0.01751 $4,269.01 $0.01858 
 

Miscellaneous Service Charges Proposed 2026 Proposed 2027 

Commercial Meter Turn On 
$121.00 
($54.00 per additional meter) 

$121.00 
($54.00 per additional meter) 

Commercial Meter Reconnect 
$115.00 
($43.00 per additional meter) 

$115.00 
($43.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $31.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $31.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $25.00 $25.00 
 

If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2027. 
 
The rates do not reflect your cost for natural gas. Depending on your usage, you either purchase your gas 
through a third-party supplier or use the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and 
major pipeline suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas. 
 
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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From: REGDEPT
To: public@co.palm-beach.fl.us
Cc: Abreu Jr, Sergio
Subject: Revised - Availability of Synopsis of Peoples Gas System’s Rate Request
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 3:11:44 PM

Good afternoon,
 
On March 31, 2025, Peoples Gas System Inc. filed a petition (Docket No. 20250029-GU) with
the Florida Public Service Commission requesting a future increase in base rates.
 
In May, the company provided you with a synopsis of the request as required by Rule 25-
22.0406 of the Florida Administrative Code. However, revisions have been made on pages 15
and 17 to enhance clarity, and the company is re-issuing the synopsis. Copies of the filing,
including this synopsis, are available at PeoplesGas.com/Filing and at
https://www.psc.state.fl.us/clerks-office-dockets-level2?DocketNo=20250029.
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Thank you and best regards,
 
Sergio Abreu, Jr.

Regional Manager, External Affairs
TECO Peoples Gas
5101 NW 21st Avenue, Suite 460
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33309
Email:  sabreu@tecoenergy.com
 
 
 

EXHIBIT 7 - Revised Synopsis Notification
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BEFORE THE 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU 
 

IN RE: PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC.’S 
PETITION FOR AN INCREASE IN BASE RATES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SYNOPSIS OF RATE REQUEST 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED BY PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC. PURSUANT TO 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF RULE 25-22.0406, FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, 

NOTICE AND PUBLIC INFORMATION ON GENERAL RATE INCREASE REQUESTS 

EXHIBIT 8 - Revised 2025 PGS Rate Case Synopsis
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I. SUMMARY OF RATE CASE 
 
On March 31, 2025, Peoples Gas System, Inc. ("Peoples" or the "company") petitioned the 
Florida Public Service Commission ("Commission" or “PSC”) for an increase in its 
permanent base rates and charges.   
 
Under Florida law, the Commission regulates rates, miscellaneous service charges, and 
services provided by Florida investor-owned utilities. The Commission assigned Docket No. 
20250029-GU to the case. 
 
Peoples filed its test year letter on January 30, 2025, advising that, based on a review of 
the company’s projected 2025 and 2026 financial performance, it must seek an increase in 
base rates to continue to meet the natural gas needs of existing and new customers, and 
continue to provide safe, reliable, and high-quality customer service. 
 
Peoples’ last rate case was filed in April 2023, with a final order issued in December 2023. 
In the two years since Peoples’ last rate case, many factors have contributed to the 
necessity for the company to now seek rate relief, including (1) growth in rate base as the 
company keeps up with growing customer demand; (2) higher depreciation and property 
tax expense associated with rate base growth; (3) increasing costs associated with safely 
operating the company’s system and complying with federal safety and security 
requirements; (4) higher prices in the costs of labor, contractors, materials, insurance, and 
healthcare benefits; and (5) modifications in Rate Design and Cost-of-Service. 
 
Peoples has requested an increase of $103,591,089 in base revenues, which includes 
approximately $6.7 million of 2026 revenue requirements related to moving approximately 
$53.4 million of net Cast Iron/Bare Steel Replacement Rider investments made through 
December 31, 2025, into rate base. The result is a net revenue increase of $96,857,794. 
This proposed increase would be effective with the first billing cycle in January 2026. To 
mitigate the need for an additional rate relief request to be filed in 2026, the company seeks 
a subsequent year base rate adjustment of approximately $26.7 million effective with the 
first billing cycle for January 2027. 
 
Peoples also proposes closing its RS-1 billing class to new customers and merging its RS-
2 and RS-3 billing classes into one billing class.  
 
The petition and direct testimony of Peoples’ witnesses provide a more complete 
description of Peoples' request. The detailed data supporting the request are contained in 
the Minimum Filing Requirement Schedules (“MFRs”), all of which were submitted to the 
Commission in the proceeding. An Executive Summary of the case is included in the A 
Schedules of the MFRs and in Exhibit A to this synopsis. A bill comparison showing the 
current monthly rates and the proposed monthly rates is contained in Exhibit B.  
 
A copy of Peoples’ entire rate request filing with the Commission, including a complete set 
of MFRs, is available for inspection at www.peoplesgas.com/rates/our-rate-request. 
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II. COMPARISON OF THE PRESENT AND PROPOSED RATES FOR CUSTOMER 
RATE CLASSES 

 
Under Peoples’ proposal, customer classes will receive bill increases when the proposed 
new rates are put into effect on and after the first cycle billing periods in January 2026 and 
January 2027. 
 
Based on the current rates and projections for fuel and the other clauses, Peoples’ typical 
monthly residential bill (RS-2) under its proposed rates for 14 therms will increase to 
approximately $60.00 for about a 27 percent increase for 2026 and approximately $62.00 
or about a 3.0 percent increase for 2027.  
 
The current bills are calculated using the purchased gas adjustment cap rate for fuel and 
the current rates for the other clause charges and base rate charges. The proposed bills 
are also calculated using the purchased gas adjustment cap rate for fuel and current rates 
for other clause charges and adjusted for the proposed base rate changes.  
 
Attached to this synopsis as Exhibit B are the current and proposed residential and 
commercial rates. 
  
MAJOR RATE CASE ISSUES 
At the start of a general base rate case, it is not possible to anticipate all the issues that 
may arise, but potential major revenue requirement issues involved in the case could 
include: 
 

1. Are the company’s test year and sales forecasts reasonable? 
2. What should be the value of the company’s test year investment in rate base? 
3. What should be the company’s test year operating revenues? 
4. What should be the company’s test year operating expenses? 
5. What should be the company’s test year overall rate of return? 
6. What should be the company’s test year allowed rate of return on equity? 
7. What will be the company’s test year revenue deficiency? 
8. What is the appropriate cost-of-service methodology to use in designing rates? 
9. What will be the appropriate rate levels for each customer class of service? 
10. What will be the appropriate charge for each miscellaneous service? 
11. Should the Commission approve the proposed subsequent year adjustment of $26.7 

million effective with the first billing cycle for January 2027? 
 

The specific issues in the case will be identified in a prehearing order issued prior to the 
hearing. 
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III. DESCRIPTION OF THE RATE CASE PROCESS 
 
All public utilities, as defined in Section 366.02, Florida Statutes, must petition the 
Commission to increase their rates to retail customers. After filing the request, the 
Commission has eight months to conduct the case and twelve months to take final action in 
the case. The filing to request a base rate increase consists of the petition, direct testimony, 
and exhibits from the company witnesses and the MFRs, which are an extensive set of 
documents containing detailed data in support of the rate increase, including figures about 
a utility’s costs, investment, and operations for the specified test year. The information is 
distributed to the Commissioners, the Public Service Commission staff, the Office of the 
Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”), and other parties who express interest or intervene in 
the case.  
 
After a utility files a rate case, the discovery process begins. During the process, the utility 
responds to requests for information, known as interrogatories, and requests to produce 
documents from the Commission staff and the parties, including intervenors, in the case. 
The Commission staff performs a field audit of the company’s filed data to ensure 
compliance with Commission rules and the accuracy of the information provided. Formal 
depositions (interviews) with company witnesses may also be conducted to gather 
information and better identify issues.   

 
Intervenors in the case often present their witnesses, testimony, and exhibits in response to 
the company’s filing. They use the company’s initial filing materials and discovery 
responses as a basis for their positions in the case. The parties, their witnesses, testimony, 
and exhibits are also subject to discovery. The company will then have the opportunity to 
present rebuttal testimony and exhibits to any intervenors who file testimony. 

 
Toward the end of the discovery process and just before the technical hearing commences, 
the company, staff, and intervenors prepare issue lists and preliminary positions for the 
case. These lists of issues are then combined and narrowed in a Prehearing Order to help 
the Commission focus on the important facets of the case during the hearing.   
 
The first hearings in a rate case – called “service hearings” – generally commence a few 
months after filing and are scheduled by the Commission. Service hearings allow 
customers to provide testimony on the utility’s rate request and its quality of service. The 
Commission takes these views into account when ruling on the case. Customers may 
register to speak at the virtual  service hearings in one of the following ways: (1) register 
using the  PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at www.FloridaPSC.com, 
under the “Hot Topics” heading, (2) Call the PSC (850) 413-7080, or (3) email  
speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open 
on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. and close on July 10, 2025, at noon.  One day prior to the 
virtual service hearing, customers will be emailed further instructions on how to participate. 
Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at 
the venue.  Online registration is not available for in-person service hearings. Please note 
that the order in which customers speak is based upon the order in which they sign up. If 
you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.  

3

PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC.
DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU
EXHIBIT NO. LB-2
WITNESS: BUZARD
DOCUMENT NO. 1

FILED:  07/28/2025
PAGE 50 OF 109

69



 

The Commission has scheduled the following service hearings in this case: 
 

Virtual* 
July 14, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 

Betty Easley Conference Center 
Room 148 

4075 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

In-Person* 
July 16, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

Anne Kolb Nature Center – Mangrove Hall 
(Hollywood North Beach Park) 

751 Sheridan Street 
Hollywood, FL 33019 

In-Person 
July 17, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 

Valencia Community College 
West Campus 

1800 South Kirkman Road 
Orlando, FL 32811 

*Spanish Interpreter Available 
 
The service hearing dates and times will be published in newspapers of general circulation 
in the Company’s service areas and will also be available on the Company’s website at 
www.peoplesgas.com/rates. 
 
The Office of Public Counsel has intervened in this docket and will be present at the service 
hearings to represent the public. Public Counsel may be contacted prior to the hearing at 
111 West Madison Street, Suite 812, Claude Pepper Building, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
1400, or by phone at (800) 342-0222. 
 
The next hearing in a rate case is a technical hearing. At this hearing, the legal “record” is 
further established for deciding the case through direct, rebuttal, and cross-examination 
testimony, and the introduction of exhibits and other relevant evidence. The technical 
hearing in this case will be held on September 8-11, 2025, at the Betty Easley Conference 
Center, Room 148, located at 4075 Esplanade Way in Tallahassee, Florida.  
 
After the technical hearing, the parties file legal briefs summarizing their positions. The 
Commission staff reviews the briefs and the record produced at the hearing and provides a 
written staff recommendation to the Commission that addresses each issue identified in the 
case. 
 
The Commission holds a Special Agenda Conference and votes on the total amount of 
costs to be recovered annually through customer rates and service charges (revenue 
requirements); a Commission vote on the rates will be made on a subsequent date. After 
the votes, Commission attorneys prepare a final order that reflects the Commission’s votes 
and provides background for the case, the basis for each of the decisions reached, the 
newly approved rates, and the effective dates of the new rates. After the Commission order 
is issued, parties will have an opportunity to ask the Commission to reconsider its decision 
on the issues. 
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IV. RATE CASE TIME SCHEDULE 
Below is a tentative schedule of Peoples Gas System, Inc.’s rate case established by the 

Commission as of April 30, 2025: 

 

Description Due Date 
Petition, MFRs, and Direct Testimony Filed March 31, 2025 

Agenda – Suspension of Rates May 6, 2025 

Order – Suspension of Rates May 27, 2025 
Customer Service Hearing – Virtual 

 
Customer Service Hearing – Hollywood 

 
Customer Service Hearing – Orlando 

July 14, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

July 16, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

July 17, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 
Testimony – Intervenor June 30, 2025 

Testimony – Staff July 14, 2025 

Testimony – Rebuttal July 28, 2025 

Prehearing Statements August 14, 2025 

Discovery Actions Complete August 22, 2025 

Prehearing Conference August 28, 2025 

Technical Hearing 

September 8, 2025 

September 9, 2025 

September 10, 2025 

September 11, 2025 

Post Hearing Briefs October 7, 2025 

 

NOTE: THIS SCHEDULE IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO REVISION. 
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V. WEBSITE ADDRESS AT WHICH COMPLETE MFRS ARE AVAILABLE 
 
The entire filing, including MFRs and testimony, is available on Peoples’ website and the 

Commission website at the following links: 

 

Peoples’ Website: www.peoplesgas.com/rates/our-rate-request 

 

Commission Website: https://www.psc.state.fl.us/clerks-office-dockets-

level2?DocketNo=20250029 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
 

MINIMUM FILING REQUIREMENTS 
SCHEDULE A -  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 

COMPARISON OF PROPOSED MONTHLY RATES
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Residential Rates and Charges Comparison  
 

Rate Class 
Current Current Monthly Rates Proposed Proposed Monthly Rates 
Annual  

Therm Usage 
Customer         

Charge Base Rate 
Annual Therm 

Usage 
Customer        

Charge Base Rate 

RS-1 0 - 99 $19.10 $0.35165 0-99* $26.50 $0.46319 

RS-2 100 - 249 $24.41 $0.35165 0-1,999* $35.50 $0.46319 

RS-3 250 - 1,999 $31.54 $0.35165 0-1,999* $35.50 $0.46319 

RS-GHP N/A $31.54 $0.12395 N/A $56.00 $0.12617 

RSG (Residential               
Standby Generator) 
 

N/A $31.54 $0.28237 N/A $41.00 $0.58931 

*The company is proposing to close RS-1 rate class to new customers, and combine RS-2 and RS-3 into one rate class to usage up to 1,999 
therms.  

 
 
Miscellaneous Service Charges Current Proposed 

Residential Meter Turn On 
$78.00  
($34.00 per additional meter) 

$94.00 
($36.00 per additional meter) 

Residential Meter Reconnect 
$104.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

$100.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $33.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $25.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $29.00 $25.00 

 
If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2026. 
 
The rates do not reflect the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and major pipeline 
suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas.  
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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Business Rates Comparison Chart 
 

Rate Class 
  

Annual Therm Usage 
  

Current Monthly Rates Proposed Monthly Rates  

Customer  
Charge 

Base Rate Customer        
Charge 

Base Rate 

SGS 0 - 1,999 $43.07 $0.49286 $63.00 $0.50314 

GS-1 2,000 - 9,999 $66.05 $0.46423 $81.00 $0.45657 

GS-2 10,000 - 49,999 $123.47 $0.39723 $151.00 $0.43590 

GS-3 50,000 - 249,999 $502.52 $0.33980 $615.00 $0.38678 

GS-4 250,000 - 499,999 $952.39 $0.26323 $1,272.00 $0.35146 

GS-5 > 500,000 $2,101.00 $0.17898 $2,805.00 $0.23898 

CS-GHP N/A $52.64 $0.26323 $64.00 $0.26394 

CSG (Commercial           
Standby Generator) 

N/A $52.64 $0.28237 $70.00 $0.38361 

Wholesale N/A $665.24 $0.21978 $888.00 $0.29347 

Commercial Street 
Lighting 

N/A $0.00 $0.40680 $0.00 $0.42612 

SIS 1,000,000 - 3,999,999 $2,440.80 $0.10074 $3,259.00 $0.13451 

IS 4,000,000 - 49,999,999 $2,823.66 $0.05219 $3,652.00 $0.06751 

ISLV > 50,000,000 $3,110.82 $0.01354 $4,024.00 $0.01751 
 

Miscellaneous Service Charges Current Proposed 

Commercial Meter Turn On 
$107.00  
($46.00 per additional meter) 

$121.00 
($54.00 per additional meter) 

Commercial Meter Reconnect 
$114.00 
($42.00 per additional meter) 

$115.00 
($43.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $33.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $25.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $29.00 $25.00 
 

If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2026. 
 
The rates do not reflect your cost for natural gas. Depending on your usage, you either purchase your gas 
through a third-party supplier or use the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and 
major pipeline suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas. 
 
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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Residential Rates and Charges Comparison 

Subsequent Year Adjustment 
 

Rate Class 

 
Proposed 

Annual  
Therm Usage 

Proposed 2026 Monthly Rates Proposed 2027 Monthly Rates 

Customer        
Charge Base Rate 

Customer        
Charge Base Rate 

RS-1 0 - 99* $26.50 $0.46319 $28.29 $0.49439 

RS-2 0 - 1,999* $35.50 $0.46319 $37.89 $0.49439 

RS-GHP N/A $56.00 $0.12617 $59.77 $0.13468 

RSG (Residential               
Standby Generator) 
 

N/A $41.00 $0.58931 $43.76 $0.62948 

*The company is proposing to close RS-1 rate class to new customers, and combine RS-2 and RS-3 into one rate class to 
usage up to 1,999 therms. 

 
 
Miscellaneous Service Charges Proposed 2026  Proposed 2027 

Residential Meter Turn On 
$94.00 
($36.00 per additional meter) 

$94.00 
($36.00 per additional meter) 

Residential Meter Reconnect 
$100.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

$100.00 
($33.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $31.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $31.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $25.00 $25.00 

 
If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2027. 
 
The rates do not reflect the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and major pipeline 
suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas.  
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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Business Rates Comparison Chart Subsequent Year Adjustment 
 

Rate Class 
  

Annual Therm Usage 
  

Current Monthly Rates Proposed Monthly Rates  

Customer  
Charge 

Base Rate Customer        
Charge 

Base Rate 

SGS 0 - 1,999 $63.00 $0.50314 $66.72 $0.53284 

GS-1 2,000 - 9,999 $81.00 $0.45657 $81.00 $0.45657 

GS-2 10,000 - 49,999 $151.00 $0.43590 $155.33 $0.44840 

GS-3 50,000 - 249,999 $615.00 $0.38678 $636.70 $0.40043 

GS-4 250,000 - 499,999 $1,272.00 $0.35146 $1,357.70 $0.37514 

GS-5 > 500,000 $2,805.00 $0.23898 $2,993.99 $0.25509 

CS-GHP N/A $64.00 $0.26394 $64.00 $0.26394 

CSG (Commercial           
Standby Generator) 

N/A $70.00 $0.38361 $74.72 $0.40937 

Wholesale N/A $888.00 $0.29347 $947.83 $0.31325 

Commercial Street 
Lighting 

N/A $0.00 $0.42612 $0.00 $0.42612 

SIS 1,000,000 - 3,999,999 $3,259.00 $0.13451 $3,478.58 $0.14357 

IS 4,000,000 - 49,999,999 $3,652.00 $0.06751 $3,874.36 $0.07162 

ISLV > 50,000,000 $4,024.00 $0.01751 $4,269.01 $0.01858 
 

Miscellaneous Service Charges Proposed 2026 Proposed 2027 

Commercial Meter Turn On 
$121.00 
($54.00 per additional meter) 

$121.00 
($54.00 per additional meter) 

Commercial Meter Reconnect 
$115.00 
($43.00 per additional meter) 

$115.00 
($43.00 per additional meter) 

Account Opening $31.00 $31.00 

Temporary Turn-off Charge $33.00 per meter $33.00 per meter 

Failed Trip Charge $31.00 $31.00 

Trip Charge/Premise Collection $25.00 $25.00 
 

If approved, the proposed rates and service charges would be effective in January 2027. 
 
The rates do not reflect your cost for natural gas. Depending on your usage, you either purchase your gas 
through a third-party supplier or use the Purchased Gas Adjustment, which is passed through from gas and 
major pipeline suppliers and can fluctuate monthly based on the price of natural gas. 
 
Rate schedules are subject to gross receipts taxes, city and state taxes and franchise fees, where applicable. 
 
Base rates are part of the Customer Charge and Distribution Charge line items on customer bills. The 
Distribution Charge is a grouping of several costs, including the base rate, a charge for energy conservation 
programs, legacy pipeline replacement and other costs.  
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 
In re: Petition for Rate Increase by Peoples 
Gas System, Inc. 
 

DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF REBECCA WASHINGTON 

 
 1. I, Rebecca Washington, Director, Customer Experience Revenue Operations for  
Tampa Electric Company have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this affidavit. 
 
 2. In my role as Director, Customer Experience Revenue Operations, I work on behalf 
of Tampa Electric Company and Peoples Gas System, Inc. (“Peoples”) in a shared service capacity. 
 
 3. Peoples provided customer notices, approved by Commission Staff on May 5, 
2025. The customer notice contains the following: 
 

 A statement that Peoples has applied for a rate increase and the general reasons for the 
request; 

 The locations at which copies of the MFRs and synopsis are available, including a link 
to the company’s website; 

 The time schedule established for the case, including the dates, times, and locations of 
the service hearings and technical hearings; 

 A comparison of current rates and service charges and the proposed new rates and 
service charges; 

 A statement that written comments can be sent to the Office of Commission Clerk; and 
 A statement that comments regarding service may be made to the Commission’s Office 

of Consumer Assistance and Outreach. 
 

4. The notice also provided for the date, time, and location of the virtual service 
hearings and the purpose of those hearings.  
 
 5. The notice included a statement that any customer comments regarding Peoples’ 
service or proposed rate increase should be addressed to the Office of Commission Clerk, Florida 
Public Service Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850, and that 
such comments identifying 20250029-GU as the docket number assigned to this proceeding. 
 
 6. At the beginning of June, Peoples revised the notice to enhance clarity of the rate 
request. Commission Staff approved the revised customer notice on June 6, 2025. At the time of 
the revision, Peoples had already begun sending out customer notices to customers on cycles 1 – 
5. Accordingly, customers on cycles 1 - 5 received a second customer notification that contained 
the revised customer notice and the rest of the billing cycles received the revised customer 
notification. 
 

7. The notice was delivered to customers on June billing cycles 1 - 23 beginning on 
June 3 and ending on July 1 by the customer's preference for paper or paperless bills. 
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EXHIBIT 1 - Rate Case Customer Notifications
Residential Version
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Commercial Version
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EXHIBIT 2 - Revised Rate Case Customer Notification
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EXHIBIT 3 - Revised Paperless Customer Notification
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  El Nuevo Herald (Spanish)14.

Palm Beach Post13.

Sun Sentinel12.

Miami Herald11.

Naples Daily News10.

Sarasota Herald-Tribune9.

Ft. Myers News Press8.

Lakeland Ledger7.

Tampa Bay Times6.

Ocala Star Banner5.

Orlando Sentinel4.

Daytona Beach News Journal3.

Jacksonville Times-Union2.

Panama City News Herald1.

The Notices were published on July 2, 2025 in the following newspapers:

Exhibit 4 - Rate Case Newspaper Notices
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Attached are affidavits from the following newspapers: 

1. Panama City News Herald 

2. Jacksonville Times-Union 

3. Daytona Beach News Journal 

4. Orlando Sentinel  

5. Ocala Star Banner 

6. Tampa Bay Times 

7. Lakeland Ledger 

8. Ft. Myers News Press 

9. Sarasota Herald-Tribune 

10. Naples Daily News 

11. Miami Herald 

12. Sun Sentinel  

13. Palm Beach Post 

14. El Nuevo Herald (Spanish)  
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Panama City News Herald
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Jacksonville Times-Union
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Daytona Beach News Journal
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LIVE OAK LAKE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF THE FY 2026 BUDGET; NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING TO CONSIDER THE IMPOSITION OF OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS,

ADOPTION OF AN ASSESSMENT ROLL, AND THE LEVY, COLLECTION, AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE SAME; AND

NOTICE OF REGULAR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING.

The Board of Supervisors (“Board”) for the Live Oak Lake Community Development District (“District”) will hold the
following public hearings and regular meeting:

DATE: July 17, 2025
TIME: 2:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Ramada by Wyndham Hotel & Water Park

2261 E Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway
Kissimmee, Florida 34744

The first public hearing is being held pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, to receive public comment and
objections on the District’s proposed budget (“Proposed Budget”) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2025, and
ending September 30, 2026 (“FY 2026”). The second public hearing is being held pursuant to Chapters 190, Florida
Statutes, to consider the imposition of operations and maintenance special assessments (“O&M Assessments”)
upon the lands located within the District to fund the Proposed Budget for FY 2026; to consider the adoption of an
assessment roll; and to provide for the levy, collection, and enforcement of O&M Assessments. At the conclusion of
the public hearings, the Board will, by resolution, adopt a budget and levy O&M Assessments as finally approved by
the Board. A regular meeting of the District will also be held where the Board may consider any other District business
that may properly come before it.

Description of Assessments

The District imposes O&M Assessments on benefitted property within the District for the purpose of funding the
District’s general administrative, operations, and maintenance budget. A description of the services to be funded
by the O&M Assessments, and the properties to be improved and benefitted from the O&M Assessments, are all set
forth in the Proposed Budget for FY 2026. A geographic depiction of the property potentially subject to the proposed
O&M Assessments is identified in the map attached hereto. The District’s resolution declaring the proposed O&M
Assessments for FY 2026 is attached hereto pursuant to Chapter 170, Florida Statutes. The table below shows the
schedule of the proposed O&M Assessments, which are subject to change at the hearing:

Land Use Total # of Units

(Platted & Anticipated on Undeveloped Lands)
EAU/ERU

Factor

Proposed Annual O&M

Assessment*

Duplex – 35’ 504 Units 0.70 $378.37 Per Unit

Single Family – 50’ 1,322 Units 1.00 $540.53 Per Unit

Single Family – 70’ 161 Units 1.40 $756.74 Per Unit

Undeveloped Land Initially allocated to anticipated units on same EAU/ERU basis as above; then, if applicable,
between undeveloped tracts with the same landowner on an equal assessment per acre
basis.

*includes collection costs and early payment discounts

NOTE: THE DISTRICT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS TO CHANGE THE LAND USES, NUMBER OF UNITS, EQUIVALENT

ASSESSMENT OR RESIDENTIAL UNIT (“EAU/ERU”) FACTORS, AND O&M ASSESSMENT AMOUNTS AT THE PUBLIC

HEARING, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE.

The proposed O&M Assessments as stated include collection costs and/or early payment discounts imposed on
assessments collected by the Osceola County (“County”) Tax Collect on the tax bill. Moreover, pursuant to Section
197.3632(4), Florida Statutes, the lien amount shall serve as the “maximum rate” authorized by law for O&M
Assessments, such that no public hearing on O&M Assessments shall be held or notice provided in future years unless
the O&M Assessments are proposed to be increased or another criterion within Section 197.3632(4), Florida Statutes,
is met. Note, the O&M Assessments do not include debt service assessments previously levied by the District, if any.

For FY 2026, the District intends to have the County Tax Collector collect the O&M Assessments imposed on certain
developed property and directly collect the O&M Assessments on the remaining benefitted property, if any, by sending
out a bill prior to, or during November 2025. It is important to pay your O&M Assessment because failure to pay will
cause a tax certificate to be issued against the property which may result in loss of title or, for direct billed O&M
Assessments, may result in a foreclosure action which also may result in a loss of title. The District’s decision to collect
O&M Assessments on the County tax roll or by direct billing does not preclude the District from later electing to collect
those or other assessments in a different manner at a future time.

Additional Provisions

The public hearings and meeting are open to the public and will be conducted in accordance with the provisions
of Florida law. A copy of the Proposed Budget, proposed assessment roll, and the agenda for the public hearings
and meeting may be obtained at the offices of the District Manager, Governmental Management Services, LLC, 219
East Livingston Street, Orlando, Florida 32801 Ph: (407) 841-5524 (“District Manager’s Office”), during normal
business hours, or by visiting the District’s website at https://liveoakcdd.com. The public hearings and meeting may be
continued in progress to a date, time certain, and place to be specified on the record at the public hearings or meeting.
There may be occasions when staff or board members may participate by speaker telephone.

Any person requiring special accommodations at the public hearings or meeting because of a disability or physical
impairment should contact the District Manager’s Office at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the public hearings and
meeting. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service by dialing 7-1-1, or 1-800-
955-8771 (TTY) / 1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in contacting the District Manager’s Office.

Please note that all affected property owners have the right to appear at the public hearings and meeting and may
also file written objections with the District Manager’s Office within twenty days of publication of this notice. Each
person who decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at the public
hearings or meeting is advised that person will need a record of proceedings and that, accordingly, the person may
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which
such appeal is to be based.

District Manager

RESOLUTION 2025-04

[170 DECLARING RESOLUTION - FY 2026 O&M ASSESSMENTS]

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE LIVE OAK LAKE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DISTRICT DECLARING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS TO FUND THE PROPOSED BUDGET(S) FOR FY 2026

PURSUANT TO CHAPTERS 170, 190 AND 197, FLORIDA STATUTES; SETTING PUBLIC HEARING;

ADDRESSING PUBLICATION; ADDRESSING SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2025, and ending September 30, 2026 (“FY 2026”), the
District Manager prepared and submitted to the Board of Supervisors (“Board”) of the Live Oak Lake Community
Development District (“District”) prior to June 15, 2025, the proposed budget(s) attached hereto as Exhibit A

(“Proposed Budget”); and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to fund the administrative and operations services (together,
“Services”) set forth in the Proposed Budget by levy of special assessments pursuant to Chapters 170, 190, and 197,
Florida Statutes (“O&M Assessments”), as set forth in the preliminary assessment roll included within the Proposed
Budget; and

WHEREAS, the District hereby determines that benefits would accrue to the properties within the District, as
outlined within the Proposed Budget, in an amount equal to or in excess of the O&M Assessments, and that such O&M
Assessments would be fairly and reasonably allocated as set forth in the Proposed Budget; and

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed O&M Assessments, and desires to set the required public
hearing thereon.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE LIVE OAK LAKE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT:

1. DECLARING O&M ASSESSMENTS. The current form of the Proposed Budget, attached hereto as Exhibit
A, is hereby approved for use in proceedings to levy and impose the O&M Assessments. Pursuant to Chapters 170,
190, and 197, Florida Statutes, the O&M Assessments shall defray the cost of the Services in the total estimated
amounts set forth in the Proposed Budget. The nature of, and plans and specifications for, the Services to be funded
by the O&M Assessments are described in the Proposed Budget and in the reports (if any) of the District Engineer, all
of which are on file and available for public inspection at the office of the District Manager, c/o “District’s Office,”
219 East Livingston Street, Orlando, Florida 32801 (“District Records Office”). The O&M Assessments shall be levied
within the District on all benefitted lots and lands, and shall be apportioned, all as described in the Proposed Budget
and the preliminary assessment roll included therein. The preliminary assessment roll is also on file and available for
public inspection at the District Records Office. The O&M Assessments shall be paid in one or more installment(s)
pursuant to a bill issued by the District at least thirty (30) days prior to the first due date, and pursuant to Chapter
170, Florida Statutes, or, alternatively, pursuant to the Uniform Method as set forth in Chapter 197, Florida Statutes.

2. SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING. Pursuant to Chapters 170, 190, and 197, Florida Statutes, a public hearing
on the O&M Assessments is hereby declared and set for the following date, time, and location:

DATE: July 17, 2025
TIME: 2:00 P.M.
LOCATION: Ramada by Wyndham Hotel & Waterpark

2261 East Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway
Kissimmee, FL 34744
________________________________

3. PUBLICATION OF NOTICE. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in the manner prescribed in
Florida law. Additionally, the District shall cause this Resolution to be published once a week for a period of two (2)
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in Osceola County.

4. SEVERABILITY. The invalidity or unenforceability of any one or more provisions of this Resolution shall not
affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining portions of this Resolution, or any part thereof.

5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 19th DAY OF JUNE, 2025.
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NOTICE is hereby given that Peoples Gas System, Inc. has filed a petition with the Florida
Public Service Commission to increase its rates and charges. The Florida Public Service
Commission will hold virtual and in-person public hearings in this docket. The customer
service hearings will commence at the dates, times and locations shown below and will
continue until all witnesses have been heard.

Virtual Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025 at 1 p.m.

In-Person Hearings:
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 10 a.m.
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019

A Spanish interpreter will be available during the virtual hearing on July 14 and the
in-person hearing on July 16.

Customers may register to speak at the virtual service hearing in one of the following ways:
(1) Use the PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at

www.FloridaPSC.com, under the “Hot Topics” heading,
(2) Call the PSC at (850) 413-7080 or
(3) Email speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.,
and close at noon on July 10, 2025. One day prior to the virtual service hearing,
customers who signed up to speak will be provided further instructions from PSC staff on
how to participate.

Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at
the venue. There will be no online signups for the in-person service hearings.

All persons who wish to comment, either virtually or in-person, are urged to appear
promptly at the scheduled times because the service hearings may be adjourned early if no
customers are present to testify or when those present have testified.

Please note that the order in which customers will speak is based on the order in which
they register. If you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.

On Sept. 8 - 11, 2025, the PSC will conduct a technical hearing to allow Peoples Gas
and other parties involved in the proceeding to present testimony and relevant evidence
regarding the rate request.

To watch customer service hearings live, visit www.FloridaPSC.com and click on the
“Watch Live” link. If you do not have access to the internet, you may call (850) 413-7999 to
listen to the hearings. If you are hearing or speech impaired, you may contact the PSC by
using the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8771 (TDD).

Purpose and Procedure
The purpose of these customer service hearings shall be to permit members of the public,
who are not parties to the proceeding, to give testimony regarding Peoples Gas System’s
quality of service and its requested increase in its base rates and miscellaneous service
charges. The company will present a brief summary of its case and then members of the
public may present testimony by telephone.

Public Counsel
The Public Counsel has intervened in this docket to represent the customers of Peoples
Gas System and will be present at the hearings. The Public Counsel representative may be
contacted prior to the hearings at www.FloridaOPC.gov or by phone at 1-800-342-0222.

An overview of the rate request and copies of the complete filing are available online at
www.FloridaPSC.com and www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Written comments regarding Peoples Gas System’s request to increase base rates and
service charges may be sent to the Commission at the following address:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Florida Public Service Commission
Notice of Customer Service Hearings

Docket No. 20250029-GU

Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811

NOTICE OF 30-DAY COMMENT
PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING
FOR DRAFT 2025-2029 HUD
CONSOLIDATED PLAN AND
PROGRAM YEAR (PY) 2025
ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

As a recipient of federal funds through the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Seminole County is
required to submit a Five-Year Consolidated Plan and Annual
Action Plan. The plans guide how the county will allocate its
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment
Partnerships Program (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG) funds and carry out housing and community development
activities over a five-year period (2025-2029) and for the
first program year (2025-2026). The objectives of the federal
programs requiring a Consolidated Plan and Annual Action
Plan are to provide decent housing, create a suitable living
environment, and expand economic opportunities, primarily for
very-low, low, and moderate-income persons.

The county invites residents, housing and homeless partners,
service providers, business partners, and other stakeholders to
provide comments on the draft 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan
and draft PY 2025- 2026 Annual Action Plan during the 30-day
period from Wednesday, July 2nd, 2025, through Friday, August
1st, 2025. Please submit written comments to Elvis Santana,
Program Manager, via email to esantana@seminolecountyfl.gov.

Draft documents are available for review and comment at the
Seminole County Government Community Services Department,
520 W. Lake Mary Blvd, Ste 100, Sanford, FL 32773. A digital
copy is to be posted on the Community Services Webpage no
later than July 7, 2025: https://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/
departments-services/community-services

The Seminole County Board of County Commissioners will also
hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, at 9:30 am to
obtain input and comments for the proposed activities in the draft
2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and draft PY 2025-2026 Annual
Action Plan. The plans are intended to be adopted at this hearing.
The public hearing will be held at the Seminole County Services
Building, 1101 E. 1st Street, Sanford, FL 32771.

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan Estimated Available Funding

CDBG (estimated 5-Year allocation) $11,432,060

HOME (estimated 5-Year allocation) $4,490,570

ESG (estimated 5-Year allocation) $966,920

PY 2025-2026 Annual Action Plan Estimated Available Funding

CDBG (PY25 annual allocation) $2,292,412

HOME (PY25 annual allocation) $898,114

ESG (PY25 annual allocation) $193,384

Seminole County is committed to accessibility and ensuring
that all visitors and residents, including individuals with
disabilities, have equal access to our programs, services, and
activities. PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING ASSISTANCE
SHOULD CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT ADA
COORDINATOR 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE CLOSE OF THE
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AT (407) 665- 7940. FOR HEARING
IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS, THE FLORIDA RELAY NUMBER IS
1-800-955-8771.

Newspaper: Orlando Sentinel Advertiser: Brandmark Advertising Inc

Issue Date: Wed, 07/02/25 Ad Number: 7835171-1
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Ocala Star Banner
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Tampa Bay Times
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NOTICE is hereby given that Peoples Gas System, Inc. has filed a petition with the Florida 
Public Service Commission to increase its rates and charges. The Florida Public Service 
Commission will hold virtual and in-person public hearings in this docket. The customer 
service hearings will commence at the dates, times and locations shown below and will 
continue until all witnesses have been heard.

Virtual Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025 at 1 p.m.   

In-Person Hearings:
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 10 a.m.
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019 

A Spanish interpreter will be available during the virtual hearing on July 14 and the 
in-person hearing on July 16.

Customers may register to speak at the virtual service hearing in one of the following ways: 
(1)  Use the PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at 
      www.FloridaPSC.com, under the “Hot Topics” heading, 
(2)  Call the PSC at (850) 413-7080 or 
(3)  Email speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m., 
and close at noon on July 10, 2025. One day prior to the virtual service hearing, 
customers who signed up to speak will be provided further instructions from PSC staff on 
how to participate.

Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at 
the venue. There will be no online signups for the in-person service hearings.

All persons who wish to comment, either virtually or in-person, are urged to appear 
promptly at the scheduled times because the service hearings may be adjourned early if no 
customers are present to testify or when those present have testified. 

Please note that the order in which customers will speak is based on the order in which 
they register. If you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.

On Sept. 8 - 11, 2025, the PSC will conduct a technical hearing to allow Peoples Gas 
and other parties involved in the proceeding to present testimony and relevant evidence 
regarding the rate request. 

To watch customer service hearings live, visit www.FloridaPSC.com and click on the 
“Watch Live” link. If you do not have access to the internet, you may call (850) 413-7999 to 
listen to the hearings. If you are hearing or speech impaired, you may contact the PSC by 
using the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8771 (TDD).

Purpose and Procedure
The purpose of these customer service hearings shall be to permit members of the public, 
who are not parties to the proceeding, to give testimony regarding Peoples Gas System’s 
quality of service and its requested increase in its base rates and miscellaneous service 
charges. The company will present a brief summary of its case and then members of the 
public may present testimony by telephone.

Public Counsel
The Public Counsel has intervened in this docket to represent the customers of Peoples 
Gas System and will be present at the hearings. The Public Counsel representative may be 
contacted prior to the hearings at www.FloridaOPC.gov or by phone at 1-800-342-0222.

An overview of the rate request and copies of the complete filing are available online at 
www.FloridaPSC.com and www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Written comments regarding Peoples Gas System’s request to increase base rates and 
service charges may be sent to the Commission at the following address:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Florida Public Service Commission
Notice of Customer Service Hearings 

Docket No. 20250029-GU

Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811
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NOTICE is hereby given that Peoples Gas System, Inc. has filed a petition with the Florida 
Public Service Commission to increase its rates and charges. The Florida Public Service 
Commission will hold virtual and in-person public hearings in this docket. The customer 
service hearings will commence at the dates, times and locations shown below and will 
continue until all witnesses have been heard.

Virtual Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025 at 1 p.m.   

In-Person Hearings:
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 10 a.m.
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019 

A Spanish interpreter will be available during the virtual hearing on July 14 and the 
in-person hearing on July 16.

Customers may register to speak at the virtual service hearing in one of the following ways: 
(1)  Use the PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at 
      www.FloridaPSC.com, under the “Hot Topics” heading, 
(2)  Call the PSC at (850) 413-7080 or 
(3)  Email speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m., 
and close at noon on July 10, 2025. One day prior to the virtual service hearing, 
customers who signed up to speak will be provided further instructions from PSC staff on 
how to participate.

Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at 
the venue. There will be no online signups for the in-person service hearings.

All persons who wish to comment, either virtually or in-person, are urged to appear 
promptly at the scheduled times because the service hearings may be adjourned early if no 
customers are present to testify or when those present have testified. 

Please note that the order in which customers will speak is based on the order in which 
they register. If you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.

On Sept. 8 - 11, 2025, the PSC will conduct a technical hearing to allow Peoples Gas 
and other parties involved in the proceeding to present testimony and relevant evidence 
regarding the rate request. 

To watch customer service hearings live, visit www.FloridaPSC.com and click on the 
“Watch Live” link. If you do not have access to the internet, you may call (850) 413-7999 to 
listen to the hearings. If you are hearing or speech impaired, you may contact the PSC by 
using the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8771 (TDD).

Purpose and Procedure
The purpose of these customer service hearings shall be to permit members of the public, 
who are not parties to the proceeding, to give testimony regarding Peoples Gas System’s 
quality of service and its requested increase in its base rates and miscellaneous service 
charges. The company will present a brief summary of its case and then members of the 
public may present testimony by telephone.

Public Counsel
The Public Counsel has intervened in this docket to represent the customers of Peoples 
Gas System and will be present at the hearings. The Public Counsel representative may be 
contacted prior to the hearings at www.FloridaOPC.gov or by phone at 1-800-342-0222.

An overview of the rate request and copies of the complete filing are available online at 
www.FloridaPSC.com and www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Written comments regarding Peoples Gas System’s request to increase base rates and 
service charges may be sent to the Commission at the following address:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Florida Public Service Commission
Notice of Customer Service Hearings 

Docket No. 20250029-GU

Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811
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NOTICE is hereby given that Peoples Gas System, Inc. has filed a petition with the Florida
Public Service Commission to increase its rates and charges. The Florida Public Service
Commission will hold virtual and in-person public hearings in this docket. The customer
service hearings will commence at the dates, times and locations shown below and will
continue until all witnesses have been heard.

Virtual Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025 at 1 p.m.

In-Person Hearings:
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 10 a.m.
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019

A Spanish interpreter will be available during the virtual hearing on July 14 and the
in-person hearing on July 16.

Customers may register to speak at the virtual service hearing in one of the following ways:
(1) Use the PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at

www.FloridaPSC.com, under the “Hot Topics” heading,
(2) Call the PSC at (850) 413-7080 or
(3) Email speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.,
and close at noon on July 10, 2025. One day prior to the virtual service hearing,
customers who signed up to speak will be provided further instructions from PSC staff on
how to participate.

Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at
the venue. There will be no online signups for the in-person service hearings.

All persons who wish to comment, either virtually or in-person, are urged to appear
promptly at the scheduled times because the service hearings may be adjourned early if no
customers are present to testify or when those present have testified.

Please note that the order in which customers will speak is based on the order in which
they register. If you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.

On Sept. 8 - 11, 2025, the PSC will conduct a technical hearing to allow Peoples Gas
and other parties involved in the proceeding to present testimony and relevant evidence
regarding the rate request.

To watch customer service hearings live, visit www.FloridaPSC.com and click on the
“Watch Live” link. If you do not have access to the internet, you may call (850) 413-7999 to
listen to the hearings. If you are hearing or speech impaired, you may contact the PSC by
using the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8771 (TDD).

Purpose and Procedure
The purpose of these customer service hearings shall be to permit members of the public,
who are not parties to the proceeding, to give testimony regarding Peoples Gas System’s
quality of service and its requested increase in its base rates and miscellaneous service
charges. The company will present a brief summary of its case and then members of the
public may present testimony by telephone.

Public Counsel
The Public Counsel has intervened in this docket to represent the customers of Peoples
Gas System and will be present at the hearings. The Public Counsel representative may be
contacted prior to the hearings at www.FloridaOPC.gov or by phone at 1-800-342-0222.

An overview of the rate request and copies of the complete filing are available online at
www.FloridaPSC.com and www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Written comments regarding Peoples Gas System’s request to increase base rates and
service charges may be sent to the Commission at the following address:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Florida Public Service Commission
Notice of Customer Service Hearings

Docket No. 20250029-GU

Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811

with Gov. Ron DeSantis on
Tuesday morning, quipped
about the wildlife sur-
rounding the buildings.
“A lot of bodyguards, a

lot of cops in the form of
alligators,” he told report-
ers. “You don’t have to pay
them so much.”
When asked about pos-

sible escapees being eaten
by alligators or snakes,
Trump said: “I guess that’s
the concept. This is not a
nice business. I guess
that’s the concept. ...
We’re gonna teach them

Alligator Alcatraz, the
immigrant detention facil-
ity that opened Tuesday in
the Florida Everglades, has
become a rich source of
jokes, memes and even
merchandise put out by
officials aligned with the
Trump administration —
and the president’s sup-
porters.
President Donald

Trump, visiting the facility

how to run away from an
alligator if they escape
prison.”
Alligator Alcatraz, as the

state officially calls the
facility, lies in the Ever-
glades about 40 miles west
of Miami International
Airport and halfway to
Naples. Over the past
week, the DeSantis admin-
istration built the deten-
tion camp at the idle air-
strip, which the state
seized by using its emer-
gency powers.
The 1,000-bed, tax-

payer-funded facility is just
east of Big Cypress Nation-
al Preserve, which is feder-
ally protected land, and it’s
surrounded on three sides
by Miccosukee and Semi-
nole tribal infrastructure,
including homes and cere-
monial sites. The site,
which officials describe as
temporary, will consist
primarily of large tents and
trailers and is expected to
house undocumented
immigrants arrested both
within and outside Florida.
During the visit, Garrett

Ripa, the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
field office director in
Miami, said agents are
working to “get those bad
hombres off the street and
get them into this facility.”
In recent days, Florida

Attorney General James
Uthmeier made several
posts on X about Alligator
Alcatraz, which he called
“a one stop shop for im-
migration enforcement”
because migrants can
“Come in, get your ‘pro-
cess,’ and fly out.”
In one post, Uthmeier

shared a photo of his son
drawing in front of a laptop
displaying a cartoon of an
alligator-shaped airplane.
“New Alligator Alcatraz
slogan: see ya’ lata!” he
wrote on social media.
Before Trump’s tour,

Uthmeier also launched
merch, including hats with
the facility’s moniker and
shirts that say “Nowhere to
run. Nowhere to hide.”

‘HELL ON EARTH’
Benny Johnson, a con-

servative influencer who
attended Trump’s visit to
the facility, shared a video
in which he’s wearing a
black Alligator Alcatraz
hat, which appears to be
available on Uthmeier’s
website. He said he was
“handed official ... merch.”
In another video posted

to X, Johnson walked
around filming the “Juras-
sic Park style entrance” to
the facility. He described
his lengthy drive to the
detention center — and the
dozens of alligators he saw
in the area.
“You go in, and you

don’t come out,” Johnson
said in the video. “And if

you do, the alligators get
you.”
In his post, Johnson

wrote: “Mosquitoes
swarming me by the thou-
sands. Millions of gators.
Hell on earth.”
Far-right influencer

Laura Loomer also shared
her thoughts on Alligator
Alcatraz in a post on X a
few days ago.
“Feeding illegals to the

gators,” she said. “We
need more of this energy.”

OPPONENTS BLAST
CONTROVERSIAL
FACILITY
In a statement Tuesday,

Bacardi Jackson, executive
director of the ACLU of
Florida, said the facility’s
branding “reflects an in-
tent to portray people
fleeing hardship and trying
to build a better life for
themselves and their fam-
ilies as threats, which is
both unnecessary and
abusive.”
“Converting a remote

island in the Everglades
into a prison-like complex
for members of our com-
munities is not just cruel
and absurd — it under-
scores how our immigra-
tion system is increasingly
being used to punish peo-
ple rather than provide
them with due process,”
Jackson said in the state-
ment. “There is no justifi-
cation for locking people
away in isolated, danger-
ous environments — let
alone in a camp modeled
after one of the most noto-
rious prisons in American
history.”

Grethel Aguila:
@GrethelAguila

Merch, jokes and memes:
Trump officials and supporters
love the name Alligator Alcatraz
BY GRETHEL AGUILA
gaguila@miamiherald.com

PEDRO PORTAL pportal@miamiherald.com

A supporter of President Donald Trump waves a flag as other people protest on Tamiami Trail on Tuesday against the
establishment of Alligator Alcatraz at the site of the Dade-Collier Training and Transition Airport in Ochopee.
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Legislature’s decade-long 
effort to carve out exemp-
tions to Florida’s public 
records laws, Block said.

“The Sunshine State 
is being increasingly the 
Shady State,” he added.

State Rep. Bruce Antone, 
D-Orlando, faced an ethics 
complaint last year from 
his opponent in the Demo-
cratic Party primary who 
accused him of not living 
in his district, despite legal 
requirements to do so by 
Election Day.

Addresses on multi-
ple official documents — 
including voter registration 
forms, property tax records 
and campaign filings — 
suggested he did not live in 
his district, which covers 
part of Orlando and west 
Orange County, accord-
ing to a 2024 report by 
Fresh Take Florida, a news 
service of the Univer-

sity of Florida journalism 
program.

The bill — which Antone 
supported — would make 
some of the information 
used in that investigation 
inaccessible.

When asked if that story 
motivated his vote, Antone 
said he didn’t have “any 
particular reason” for 
supporting the bill.

The law will allow some-
one to see an officials’ city 
and ZIP code but not their 
street address, which Jones 
said was enough to confirm 
if a lawmaker lives in their 
district and was inten-
tionally left available for 
transparency. However, 
the information may not 
be enough to confirm resi-
dency of lawmakers since 
cities and ZIP codes can 
spread over more than one 
district.

State Rep. Anna Eska-
mani, D-Orlando, was one 
of just two members in the 
House to vote against the 
bill. She said she sympa-

thizes with other lawmak-
ers’ concerns — she has 
faced harassment at home 
— but does not want them 
addressed by limiting public 
access to information. “At 
the end of the day, there’s 
a lot of individuals that are 
at risk, that are harassed 
just like we are, and they 
don’t have that same kind of 
protection,” she said.

The law applies to 
members of Congress and 
the Florida Legislature, the 
governor, lieutenant gover-
nor and Cabinet, mayors, 
county property appraisers 
and supervisors of elections, 
school superintendents, 
school board members and 
city and county commis-
sioners.

Any official who wants 
to have their information 
exempt under the law has 
to opt in to it by reaching out 
to each individual agency 
that maintains the related 
records. Their eligibility for 
the exemption would end 
when they leave office.

Law
from Page 3

Florida black bears become 
more active during spring 
and summer and can some-
times be seen in unexpected 
places, said Lisa Thompson, 
assigned to the state wildlife 
agency’s division of Habitat 
and Species Conservation.

She said bears “are on the 
move more this time of year 
in search of things to eat.”

Two summers ago, a 
young bear was captured in 
a wildlife agency trap near 
the World of Beer restau-
rant at Lake Eola Park 
and relocated to the Ocala 
National Forest. A few 
months earlier, a bear seen 
in a tree in College Park was 
allowed to come down on 
its own, but ended up being 
hit and killed by a vehicle.

Thompson said mother 
bears may expand their 
range while teaching cubs 
where to look for food while 
older, juvenile bears — those 
between the ages of 18 and 
30 months — will leave 
their mother’s home range 
and travel in search of a new 
place to settle down.

Male bears also tend 
to be more active as they 
search for mates during the 

summer breeding season.
The Orlando bear — or 

bears — has certainly moved 
around.

In the past week, the state 
wildlife agency fielded calls 
about a bear running on 
Elizabeth Avenue; a bear in 
a tree on Harrison Avenue, 
just east of Elizabeth 
Avenue; a bear in a tree on 
West Colonial Drive; and a 
bear moving past the soccer 
stadium.

Officials have not deter-
mined whether it was one 
bear or multiple bears.

Nancy Russ was return-
ing home from the hair 
salon last week when 
she saw what at first she 
thought was a large black 
dog running loose on Eliz-
abeth Street near Prince-
ton Elementary School. A 
closer look proved it was a 
bear. “I felt so bad for it, and, 
of course, I love animals and 
I love anything nature,” she 
said.

“I wasn’t scared of it, only 
alarmed for the safety of the 
bear,” said Russ, composed 
enough to shoot video with 
her phone.  A woman walk-
ing in the school parking 
lot seemed not to notice 
the bruin romping toward 
Princeton Street.

“I didn’t want to honk 

the horn or say anything, 
because then it would have 
alarmed the bear,” Russ said. 
The bear just galloped by, 
she said.

Russ saw a television 
news report Tuesday with 
video of a bear on I-4, and 
said it looks like the same 
young frightened bear she 
saw.

Seeing a bear in a neigh-
borhood is not necessarily 
cause for alarm, but it could 
may signal something is 
drawing them in.

Bears typically try to 
avoid people but may 
linger in neighborhoods if 
they can easily access food 
sources, Thompson said.

She said concerned resi-
dents may deter bear incur-
sions by securing garbage, 
pet food, bird seed and 
other “easy meals.”

As bears become more 
active, they also cross more 
roadways.

Each year in Florida, 
about 300 bears are killed 
in collisions with motor 
vehicles.

Call the state Wildlife 
Hotline at 888-404-3922 
if you spot an injured, 
orphaned or dead bear, feel 
threatened by one, or see 
someone harming or inten-
tionally feeding bears.

Bear
from Page 3

Regent Suite is a true 
embodiment of that prom-
ise,” said Jason Montague, 
chief luxury officer for 
Regent, in a news release. “At 
nearly 9,000 square feet, this 
breathtaking two-level suite 
delivers the most exclusive 
and elevated experience at 
sea, complete with every 
imaginable luxury included 
in the voyage fare.”

For such a steep price tag, 
a stay in the Skyview Regent 
Suite includes a dedicated 
personal butler, a private car 
and guide in every port, daily 
spa treatments, curated linen 
and pillow menus, in-suite 
caviar service, unlimited 
laundry and dry cleaning.

All of the ship’s suites have 
a balcony, and every passen-
ger benefits from luxurious 
perks: unlimited shore excur-
sions, included specialty 
restaurants and unlimited 
beverages at no added cost, 
unlimited access to spa facil-
ities, pre-paid gratuities, WiFi 
and valet laundry service.

Other new and notewor-
thy accommodations aboard 
the Prestige include other 
two-level Skyview Suites 
(starting at $24,999 per 
person) with private terrace 
decks accessed via in-suite 
elevators, Grand Loft Suites 
(starting at $17,799 per 
person) with floor-to-ceiling 
windows and the Horizon 
Penthouse Suites (starting 
at $11,099 per person) with 
expansive balconies.

Regent Seven Seas Cruises 
is a subsidiary of Norwe-

gian Cruise Line Holdings; 
passengers who wish to 
cruise at a more cost-effective 
price tag can explore options 
from Norwegian Cruise Line 
or the globe-trotting, elevated 
Oceania Cruises.

While Regent’s cruises 
are decidedly not easy on the 
wallet, they should be much 
gentler for the mind, body 
and soul for those who can 

afford it.

Find me @PConnPie on 
Instagram or send me 
an email: pconnolly@
orlandosentinel.com. Stay 
up to date with our latest 
travel, arts and events 
coverage by subscribing 
to our newsletters at 
orlandosentinel.com/
newsletters.

Regent
from Page 3

The Seven Seas Prestige, the newest ship from Regent Seven Seas Cruises, provides guests 

with just shy of 9,000 square feet of combined indoor and outside space with plenty of natural 

light. PHOTOS COURTESY OF REGENT SEVEN SEAS CRUISES
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There’s a perfect place for
your mom or dad.
And we’ll help you find it.

ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING HOME CARE

We know that finding the right senior care for your mom
or dad is a big decision. That’s where A Place for Mom
comes in. Our senior living advisory service ensures you’ll
get a full understanding of all the options in your area
based on your loved one’s care needs and budget.

You’ll get more than just expert advice and
recommendations. You’ll also get peace of mind.

Start the conversation with one of our expert Senior
Living Advisors today.

Our service comes at no cost to your family.
Connect with us at 866.333.4907.

NOTICE is hereby given that Peoples Gas System, Inc. has filed a petition with the Florida
Public Service Commission to increase its rates and charges. The Florida Public Service
Commission will hold virtual and in-person public hearings in this docket. The customer
service hearings will commence at the dates, times and locations shown below and will
continue until all witnesses have been heard.

Virtual Hearing: Monday, July 14, 2025 at 1 p.m.

In-Person Hearings:
Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 10 a.m.
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019

A Spanish interpreter will be available during the virtual hearing on July 14 and the
in-person hearing on July 16.

Customers may register to speak at the virtual service hearing in one of the following ways:
(1) Use the PSC’s online registration form, which will be available at

www.FloridaPSC.com, under the “Hot Topics” heading,
(2) Call the PSC at (850) 413-7080 or
(3) Email speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

Online registration for the virtual service hearing will open on June 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.,
and close at noon on July 10, 2025. One day prior to the virtual service hearing,
customers who signed up to speak will be provided further instructions from PSC staff on
how to participate.

Customers who wish to speak at the in-person service hearings may register upon arrival at
the venue. There will be no online signups for the in-person service hearings.

All persons who wish to comment, either virtually or in-person, are urged to appear
promptly at the scheduled times because the service hearings may be adjourned early if no
customers are present to testify or when those present have testified.

Please note that the order in which customers will speak is based on the order in which
they register. If you have questions about the sign-up process, please call (850) 413-7080.

On Sept. 8 - 11, 2025, the PSC will conduct a technical hearing to allow Peoples Gas
and other parties involved in the proceeding to present testimony and relevant evidence
regarding the rate request.

To watch customer service hearings live, visit www.FloridaPSC.com and click on the
“Watch Live” link. If you do not have access to the internet, you may call (850) 413-7999 to
listen to the hearings. If you are hearing or speech impaired, you may contact the PSC by
using the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8771 (TDD).

Purpose and Procedure
The purpose of these customer service hearings shall be to permit members of the public,
who are not parties to the proceeding, to give testimony regarding Peoples Gas System’s
quality of service and its requested increase in its base rates and miscellaneous service
charges. The company will present a brief summary of its case and then members of the
public may present testimony by telephone.

Public Counsel
The Public Counsel has intervened in this docket to represent the customers of Peoples
Gas System and will be present at the hearings. The Public Counsel representative may be
contacted prior to the hearings at www.FloridaOPC.gov or by phone at 1-800-342-0222.

An overview of the rate request and copies of the complete filing are available online at
www.FloridaPSC.com and www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Written comments regarding Peoples Gas System’s request to increase base rates and
service charges may be sent to the Commission at the following address:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Florida Public Service Commission
Notice of Customer Service Hearings

Docket No. 20250029-GU

Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811
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Por la presente se NOTIFICA que Peoples Gas System, Inc. ha presentado una petición ante 
la Comisión de Servicios Públicos de Florida para aumentar sus tarifas y cargos. La Comisión 
de Servicios Públicos de Florida realizará audiencias públicas virtuales y presenciales en este 
expediente. Las audiencias de atención al cliente comenzarán en las fechas, horas y lugares 
que se muestran a continuación y continuarán hasta que se haya escuchado a todos los 
testigos.

Audiencia virtual: Lunes 14 de julio de 2025 a las 1 p.m.

Audiencias presenciales:
Miércoles 16 de julio de 2025 a las 10 a.m
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019 

Habrá un intérprete de español disponible durante la audiencia virtual del 14 de julio y la 
audiencia en persona del 16 de julio.

Los clientes pueden registrarse para hablar en la audiencia virtual del servicio de una de las 
siguientes maneras:

(1) Utilizar el formulario de inscripción en línea de la PSC, que estará disponible en
www.FloridaPSC.com, bajo el epígrafe “Hot Topics,”

(2) Llame al PSC al (850) 413-7080 o
(3) Envíe un correo electrónico a speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

La inscripción en línea para la audiencia de servicio virtual se abrirá el 30 de junio de 2025, 
a las 9:00 a.m., y se cerrará al mediodía del 10 de julio de 2025. Un día antes de la audiencia 
de servicio virtual, los clientes que se inscribieron para hablar recibirán instrucciones 
adicionales del personal de la PSC sobre cómo participar.

Los clientes que deseen intervenir en las audiencias de servicio presenciales podrán 
inscribirse a su llegada al lugar de la audiencia. No habrá inscripciones en línea para las 
audiencias de servicio presenciales.

Se insta a todas las personas que deseen hacer comentarios, ya sea virtualmente o en 
persona, a que se presenten puntualmente a las horas programadas, ya que las audiencias 
de servicio pueden aplazarse anticipadamente si no hay clientes presentes para testificar o 
cuando los presentes hayan testificado. Tenga en cuenta que el orden en que intervendrán 
los clientes se basa en el orden en que se inscriban. Si tiene preguntas sobre el proceso de 
inscripción, llame al (850) 413-7080.

Del 8 al 11 de septiembre de 2025, la PSC llevará a cabo una audiencia técnica para permitir 
que Peoples Gas y otras partes involucradas en el procedimiento presenten testimonios y 
pruebas pertinentes en relación con la solicitud de tarifas.

Para ver las audiencias de servicio al cliente en directo, visite www.FloridaPSC.com y 
haga clic en el enlace “Watch Live” (Ver en vivo). Quienes no tengan acceso a Internet, 
pueden llamar al (850) 413-7999 para escuchar las audiencias. Las personas con problemas 
de audición o del habla pueden comunicarse con la Comisión utilizando el Servicio de 
retransmisión de Florida llamando al 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

Propósito y procedimiento
El propósito de estas audiencias de servicio al clientes será permitir que miembros del público, 
que no sean partes del procedimiento, den testimonio sobre la calidad de servicio de Peoples 
Gas System y el aumento solicitado en sus tarifas base y cargos por servicios misceláneos. 
La compañía presentará un breve resumen de su caso y luego los miembros del público 
podrán presentar su testimonio por teléfono.

Asesor Público
El Asesor Público ha participado en este caso para representar a los clientes de 
Peoples Gas System y estará presente en las audiencias. El representante del Asesor Público 
puede ser contactado antes de las audiencias en www.FloridaOPC.gov o por teléfono al 
1-800-342-0222.

Una descripción general de la solicitud de tarifas y copias de la presentación completa están 
disponibles en línea en www.FloridaPSC.com y www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Los comentarios por escrito sobre la solicitud de Peoples Gas System de aumentar las tarifas 
base y los cargos por servicios pueden enviarse a la Comisión a la siguiente dirección:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Comisión de Servicios Públicos de Florida
Aviso de Audiencias de Servicio a Clientes 

Caso N.° 20250029-GU

Jueves 17 de julio de 2025 a las 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811
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Por la presente se NOTIFICA que Peoples Gas System, Inc. ha presentado una petición ante 
la Comisión de Servicios Públicos de Florida para aumentar sus tarifas y cargos. La Comisión 
de Servicios Públicos de Florida realizará audiencias públicas virtuales y presenciales en este 
expediente. Las audiencias de atención al cliente comenzarán en las fechas, horas y lugares 
que se muestran a continuación y continuarán hasta que se haya escuchado a todos los 
testigos.

Audiencia virtual: Lunes 14 de julio de 2025 a las 1 p.m.
    
Audiencias presenciales:
Miércoles 16 de julio de 2025 a las 10 a.m
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019 

Habrá un intérprete de español disponible durante la audiencia virtual del 14 de julio y la 
audiencia en persona del 16 de julio.

Los clientes pueden registrarse para hablar en la audiencia virtual del servicio de una de las 
siguientes maneras:

(1)  Utilizar el formulario de inscripción en línea de la PSC, que estará disponible en  
      www.FloridaPSC.com, bajo el epígrafe “Hot Topics,”
(2)  Llame al PSC al (850) 413-7080 o
(3)  Envíe un correo electrónico a speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

La inscripción en línea para la audiencia de servicio virtual se abrirá el 30 de junio de 2025, 
a las 9:00 a.m., y se cerrará al mediodía del 10 de julio de 2025. Un día antes de la audiencia 
de servicio virtual, los clientes que se inscribieron para hablar recibirán instrucciones 
adicionales del personal de la PSC sobre cómo participar.

Los clientes que deseen intervenir en las audiencias de servicio presenciales podrán 
inscribirse a su llegada al lugar de la audiencia. No habrá inscripciones en línea para las 
audiencias de servicio presenciales.

Se insta a todas las personas que deseen hacer comentarios, ya sea virtualmente o en 
persona, a que se presenten puntualmente a las horas programadas, ya que las audiencias 
de servicio pueden aplazarse anticipadamente si no hay clientes presentes para testificar o 
cuando los presentes hayan testificado. Tenga en cuenta que el orden en que intervendrán 
los clientes se basa en el orden en que se inscriban. Si tiene preguntas sobre el proceso de 
inscripción, llame al (850) 413-7080.

Del 8 al 11 de septiembre de 2025, la PSC llevará a cabo una audiencia técnica para permitir 
que Peoples Gas y otras partes involucradas en el procedimiento presenten testimonios y 
pruebas pertinentes en relación con la solicitud de tarifas.

Para ver las audiencias de servicio al cliente en directo, visite www.FloridaPSC.com y 
haga clic en el enlace “Watch Live” (Ver en vivo). Quienes no tengan acceso a Internet, 
pueden llamar al (850) 413-7999 para escuchar las audiencias. Las personas con problemas 
de audición o del habla pueden comunicarse con la Comisión utilizando el Servicio de 
retransmisión de Florida llamando al 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

Propósito y procedimiento
El propósito de estas audiencias de servicio al clientes será permitir que miembros del público, 
que no sean partes del procedimiento, den testimonio sobre la calidad de servicio de Peoples 
Gas System y el aumento solicitado en sus tarifas base y cargos por servicios misceláneos. 
La compañía presentará un breve resumen de su caso y luego los miembros del público 
podrán presentar su testimonio por teléfono.

Asesor Público
El Asesor Público ha participado en este caso para representar a los clientes de 
Peoples Gas System y estará presente en las audiencias. El representante del Asesor Público 
puede ser contactado antes de las audiencias en www.FloridaOPC.gov o por teléfono al 
1-800-342-0222.

Una descripción general de la solicitud de tarifas y copias de la presentación completa están 
disponibles en línea en www.FloridaPSC.com y www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Los comentarios por escrito sobre la solicitud de Peoples Gas System de aumentar las tarifas 
base y los cargos por servicios pueden enviarse a la Comisión a la siguiente dirección:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Comisión de Servicios Públicos de Florida
Aviso de Audiencias de Servicio a Clientes 

Caso N.° 20250029-GU

Jueves 17 de julio de 2025 a las 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811

PEOPLES GAS SYSTEM, INC.
DOCKET NO. 20250029-GU
EXHIBIT NO. LB-2
WITNESS: BUZARD
DOCUMENT NO. 1

FILED:  07/28/2025
PAGE 108 OF 109

127



MIERCOLES 2 DE JULIO 2025 EL NUEVO HERALD...................................................................................... 7AEstados Unidos

Por la presente se NOTIFICA que Peoples Gas System, Inc. ha presentado una petición ante
la Comisión de Servicios Públicos de Florida para aumentar sus tarifas y cargos. La Comisión
de Servicios Públicos de Florida realizará audiencias públicas virtuales y presenciales en este
expediente. Las audiencias de atención al cliente comenzarán en las fechas, horas y lugares
que se muestran a continuación y continuarán hasta que se haya escuchado a todos los
testigos.

Audiencia virtual: Lunes 14 de julio de 2025 a las 1 p.m.

Audiencias presenciales:
Miércoles 16 de julio de 2025 a las 10 a.m
Anne Kolb Nature Center - Mangrove Hall
Hollywood North Beach Park
751 Sheridan Street
Hollywood, FL 33019

Habrá un intérprete de español disponible durante la audiencia virtual del 14 de julio y la
audiencia en persona del 16 de julio.

Los clientes pueden registrarse para hablar en la audiencia virtual del servicio de una de las
siguientes maneras:

(1) Utilizar el formulario de inscripción en línea de la PSC, que estará disponible en
www.FloridaPSC.com, bajo el epígrafe “Hot Topics,”

(2) Llame al PSC al (850) 413-7080 o
(3) Envíe un correo electrónico a speakersignup@psc.state.fl.us.

La inscripción en línea para la audiencia de servicio virtual se abrirá el 30 de junio de 2025,
a las 9:00 a.m., y se cerrará al mediodía del 10 de julio de 2025. Un día antes de la audiencia
de servicio virtual, los clientes que se inscribieron para hablar recibirán instrucciones
adicionales del personal de la PSC sobre cómo participar.

Los clientes que deseen intervenir en las audiencias de servicio presenciales podrán
inscribirse a su llegada al lugar de la audiencia. No habrá inscripciones en línea para las
audiencias de servicio presenciales.

Se insta a todas las personas que deseen hacer comentarios, ya sea virtualmente o en
persona, a que se presenten puntualmente a las horas programadas, ya que las audiencias
de servicio pueden aplazarse anticipadamente si no hay clientes presentes para testificar o
cuando los presentes hayan testificado. Tenga en cuenta que el orden en que intervendrán
los clientes se basa en el orden en que se inscriban. Si tiene preguntas sobre el proceso de
inscripción, llame al (850) 413-7080.

Del 8 al 11 de septiembre de 2025, la PSC llevará a cabo una audiencia técnica para permitir
que Peoples Gas y otras partes involucradas en el procedimiento presenten testimonios y
pruebas pertinentes en relación con la solicitud de tarifas.

Para ver las audiencias de servicio al cliente en directo, visite www.FloridaPSC.com y
haga clic en el enlace “Watch Live” (Ver en vivo). Quienes no tengan acceso a Internet,
pueden llamar al (850) 413-7999 para escuchar las audiencias. Las personas con problemas
de audición o del habla pueden comunicarse con la Comisión utilizando el Servicio de
retransmisión de Florida llamando al 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

Propósito y procedimiento
El propósito de estas audiencias de servicio al clientes será permitir que miembros del público,
que no sean partes del procedimiento, den testimonio sobre la calidad de servicio de Peoples
Gas System y el aumento solicitado en sus tarifas base y cargos por servicios misceláneos.
La compañía presentará un breve resumen de su caso y luego los miembros del público
podrán presentar su testimonio por teléfono.

Asesor Público
El Asesor Público ha participado en este caso para representar a los clientes de
Peoples Gas System y estará presente en las audiencias. El representante del Asesor Público
puede ser contactado antes de las audiencias en www.FloridaOPC.gov o por teléfono al
1-800-342-0222.

Una descripción general de la solicitud de tarifas y copias de la presentación completa están
disponibles en línea en www.FloridaPSC.com y www.PeoplesGas.com/rates.

Los comentarios por escrito sobre la solicitud de Peoples Gas System de aumentar las tarifas
base y los cargos por servicios pueden enviarse a la Comisión a la siguiente dirección:

Office of the Commission Clerk
Re: Docket No. 20250029-GU
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Comisión de Servicios Públicos de Florida
Aviso de Audiencias de Servicio a Clientes

Caso N.° 20250029-GU

Jueves 17 de julio de 2025 a las 2 p.m.
Valencia Community College
Health Science Building - Room 105
1800 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32811

J osefina Muralles
trabaja a tiempo
parcial de noche
como recepcionista

en un condominio de Mia-
mi Beach. Así, puede cui-
dar durante el día de sus
tres hijos, su madre mayor
y su hermano, que está
paralítico.
También ayuda a su

madre a alimentar, bañar y
dar la medicación a Rodri-
go Muralles, el hermano
que padece epilepsia y
quedó discapacitado luego
de desarrollar covid-19 en
2020.
“Vive porque le damos

de comer y atendemos sus
necesidades personales”,
explica Josefina Muralles,
de 41 años. “No dice: ‘Ne-
cesito esto o aquello’. Lo
ha olvidado todo”.
Aunque su marido traba-

ja a tiempo completo, este
arreglo hace que los ingre-
sos familiares estén justo
por encima del umbral
federal de pobreza: son
demasiado altos para apli-
car al Medicaid de Florida,
pero lo suficientemente
bajos como para que Mura-
lles y su marido puedan
optar por un seguro médi-
co subvencionado a través
del mercado de seguros
establecido por la Ley de
Cuidado de Salud a Bajo
Precio (ACA, conocida
como Obamacare).
Muralles dijo que el año

que viene es posible que
ella y su marido no puedan
permitirse ese seguro mé-
dico, que ha pagado por los
anticoagulantes que le han
recetado, la medicación
para el colesterol y dos
operaciones, incluida una
para tratar un trastorno
genético.
A esto se suma que los

subsidios adicionales esta-
blecidos durante la pande-
mia, que redujeron las
primas que pagaban Mura-
lles y su marido a menos
de la mitad, es decir a $30
al mes, solo estarán vigen-
tes hasta el 31 de diciem-
bre.
Sin estos subsidios, las

primas de los planes médi-
cos de ACA aumentarían
en promedio más del 75%,
y en algunos estados las
facturas que pagan las
personas se duplicarían
con creces, según
estimaciones de KFF.
Florida y Texas se verían

especialmente afectados,
ya que tienen más gente
inscrita en este mercado
que otros estados. Solo
algunos de sus distritos
electorales, especialmente
en el sur de Florida, tienen
más personas anotadas en
Obamacare que otros
estados enteros.
Al igual que muchos de

los más de 24 millones de
estadounidenses registra-
dos en el mercado de segu-
ros este año, Muralles no
sabía que los subsidios
mejorados estaban a punto
de expirar. Dijo que no
puede permitirse un au-
mento de la prima porque
la inflación ya lesionado el
presupuesto de su hogar.
“El alquiler está subien-

do y la cuenta del agua
también”, señaló.
Si se terminan los subsi-

dios ampliados, los inscrip-
tos con bajos ingresos,
como el matrimonio Mura-
lles serán los que reciban
los mayores aumentos
porcentuales en las primas.
En la práctica, los ins-

criptos de ingresos medios
que ganan más de cuatro
veces el umbral federal de
pobreza ya no serían elegi-
bles para recibir ningún
subsidio. Esos afiliados
—que en 2025, ganan unos
$62.600 por individuo —
son, en su gran mayoría,
adultos mayores, trabaja-
dores autónomos y resi-
dentes en zonas rurales.
Julio Fuentes, presidente

de la Florida Hispanic
American Chamber of
Commerce dijo que mu-
chos de los miembros de

su organización son pro-
pietarios de pequeñas
empresas que dependen
del Obamacare para ofre-
cer cobertura de salud.
“Es esto o nada”, afir-

mó.
La Oficina de Presu-

puesto del Congreso
(CBO) calculó que si se
dejan de aplicar los subsi-
dios mejorados aumentará
en 4,2 millones el número
de personas sin seguro
médico.
Si se suman los cambios

en Medicaid que propone
el proyecto de reconcilia-
ción presupuestaria de la
Cámara de Representantes
y las normas propuestas
por la administración
Trump para el mercado de
seguros, que incluyen una
verificación de ingresos
más estricta y la reducción
de los períodos de inscrip-
ción, el número total de
personas sin cobertura
crecerá en 16 millones
durante ese período.
Un estudio del Urban

Institute reveló que, sin los
subsidios adicionales, los
hispanos y los afroameri-
canos sufrirán mayores
pérdidas de cobertura que
otros grupos.
Fuentes señaló que alre-

dedor de 5 millones de
hispanos están inscritos en
el mercado de ACA y que
Donald Trump ganó el
voto hispano en Florida en
2024. Espera que el presi-
dente y los republicanos
del Congreso vean la am-
pliación de los subsidios
mejorados como una for-
ma de conservar a esos
votantes.
“Probablemente esta sea

una buena forma de au-
mentar aún más esa base”,
afirmó. “O un buen co-
mienzo”.
La inscripción en el

mercado de seguros ha
crecido rápidamente desde
2020 en los estados donde
Trump ganó en 2024.
Una encuesta reciente

de KFF reveló que el 45%
de los estadounidenses
que compran su propio
seguro médico se identifi-
can como republicanos o
se inclinan por este parti-
do, incluidos 3 de cada 10
que se identifican como
partidarios de Make Ame-
rica Great Again (MAGA).
Un porcentaje menor se

identifica como demócrata
o independiente con ten-
dencia demócrata (35%) o
no se inclina por ninguno
de los dos partidos (20%).
Kush Desai, vocero de la

Casa Blanca, afirmó que
las normas propuestas por
la administración Trump,
junto con las disposiciones
del proyecto de ley presu-
puestaria aprobado por la
Cámara de Representan-
tes, “fortalecerán el mer-
cado de ACA”.
El funcionario señaló

que la CBO prevé que la
legislación reduzca las
primas de algunos planes
en un promedio del 12%
para 2034, pero que los
gastos de bolsillo
aumentarán o se
mantendrán iguales para la
mayoría de los consumido-
res que reciben subsidios.
“Los demócratas saben

que los estadounidenses
apoyan ampliamente el fin
del despilfarro, el fraude y
el abuso, tal y como lo
hace The One, Big, Beauti-
ful Bill, y por eso están
tratando desesperadamen-
te de cambiar el discurso”,
afirmó Desai.
Sin embargo, Lauren

Aronson, directora ejecuti-
va de Keep Americans
Covered, un grupo con
sede en Washington, D.C.
que representa a asegura-
doras de salud, hospitales,
médicos y defensores de
los pacientes, afirmó que
es fundamental generar
conciencia sobre el posible
impacto de la pérdida de
los subsidios mejorados,
también conocidos como
créditos fiscales anticipa-
dos para el pago de primas.
Aronson se mostró entu-

siasmada por el hecho de
que los demócratas hayan

presentado un proyecto de
ley para extender la vigen-
cia de estos subsidios, y
que algunos senadores
republicanos hayan expre-
sado su apoyo.
Lo que más preocupa a

Aronson es que el Congre-
so, controlado por los
republicanos, esté más
centrado en prorrogar los
recortes fiscales que en
mejorar los subsidios,
afirmó. Según la CBO, el
proyecto de ley actual que
prorroga los recortes fisca-
les de 2017 aumentaría el
déficit federal en unos
$2,4 mil millones durante
la próxima década, mien-
tras que hacer que los
subsidios mejorados sean
permanentes aumentaría
el déficit en $358.000
millones durante aproxi-
madamente el mismo
período.
“El Congreso está avan-

zando en un paquete de
reconciliación fiscal que
pretende beneficiar a las
familias trabajadoras”,
explicó Aronson. “Pero si
los legisladores no se ocu-
pan de los créditos fisca-
les, las familias trabajado-
ras terminarán cargando
con el problema”.
Brian Blase, presidente

del Paragon Health
Institute, un centro de
estudios conservador en
políticas de salud, dijo que
se suponía que los subsi-
dios mejorados eran una
medida temporal estable-
cida durante la pandemia
de covid-19 para ayudar a
las personas que corrieran
el riesgo de perder la co-
bertura.
Pero en realidad, afirmó,

los subsidios mejorados
facilitaron el fraude por-
que los afiliados no necesi-
taban verificar su elegibili-
dad por ingresos para
recibir planes sin costo
mensual. Alcanzaba con
declarar ingresos iguales o
cercanos al nivel federal
de pobreza.
Los subsidios mejorados

también empeoran la infla-
ción en el sector de salud,
desalientan a los emplea-
dores a ofrecer cobertura
médica y desplazan a mo-
delos alternativos, como
los seguros a corto plazo y
los planes de la Farm Bu-
reau, dijo Blase.
“Permitir que se acaben

estos subsidios sería sim-
plemente volver al Obama-
care tal y como estaba
redactado”, opinó Blase.
“Es un programa más
eficiente que el que tene-
mos ahora”.
Las nuevas normas para

el mercado propuestas por
la administración Trump
en marzo ya están diseña-
das para combatir el
fraude, dijo Anna Howard,
experta en políticas de la
American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network,
que aboga por una mayor
cobertura de seguro médi-
co. Howard señaló que la
ampliación de los créditos
fiscales mejorados ayuda-
ría a garantizar que las
personas que tienen dere-
cho legítimo a la cobertura
puedan obtenerla.
“No queremos que más

de 5 millones de personas
se vean privadas de su
cobertura de salud por
temor al fraude, cuando
las políticas que se propo-
nen no abordan necesaria-
mente este problema”,
manifestó.
Sin primas accesibles,

muchos consumidores
recurrirán a planes de
salud de corto plazo, a
organizaciones religiosas
que ayudan con los costos
médicos, y a otras formas
de cobertura que no ofre-
cen las prestaciones ni las
protecciones de la ley de
salud, afirmó.

“Se trata de planes que
no cubren los medicamen-
tos prescriptos o que tie-
nen límites anuales o de
por vida”, explicó. “Para
un paciente con cáncer,
esos planes no sirven”,
añadió.
Aunque los subsidios

mejorados no expiran
hasta finales de año, la
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Association preferiría que
el Congreso actuara antes
del otoño para evitar con-
fusiones durante el perío-
do de inscripción abierta,
señaló David Merritt,
vicepresidente senior.
Las aseguradoras están

preparando las tarifas para
cumplir con los plazos
estatales. Hacia octubre,
los consumidores recibirán
avisos de renovación de
sus planes, con 60 días de
anticipación. Estos avisos
incluirán las primas co-
rrespondientes a 2026.
Sin los subsidios mejora-

dos, explicó Merritt, la
competencia en el merca-
do de seguros se reducirá,
lo que dará lugar a menos
opciones de cobertura y
precios más altos, espe-
cialmente en los estados
que no han ampliado la
elegibilidad para Medicaid
y donde la inscripción en
Obamacare se disparó
durante los últimos cuatro
años, como Florida y Te-
xas. “Los votantes y los
pacientes realmente van a
sentir el impacto”, afirmó.

Precio por plan
del Obamacare
podría aumentar
el próximo año
POR DANIEL CHANG
KFF Health News

DANIEL CHANG/KFF HEALTH NEWS

JOSEFINA MURALLES, de North Miami, Florida, tiene su
cobertura médica a través del mercado de seguros establecido
por la Ley de Cuidado de Salud a Bajo Precio (ACA).

E l presidente esta-
dounidense Donald
Trump logró una

importante victoria este
martes con la aprobación
por estrecho margen en el
Senado de su colosal pro-
yecto de ley de presupues-
tos, que incluye fondos
para su política migrato-
ria, exenciones fiscales y
recortes a la cobertura
médica.
Después de dos días de

sesiones maratónicas, el
resultado fue muy reñido.
A pesar de una mayoría

republicana de 53 de 100
escaños, la votación ter-
minó en un empate 50-50
y fue el vicepresidente JD
Vance quien tuvo que
emitir el voto final a favor,
como lo exige la Constitu-
ción.
Una muestra más de la

fuerte oposición que des-
pierta, incluso dentro de
su propio partido.
La ley “hermosa y gran-

de”, como la bautizó
Trump, volverá ahora a la
Cámara de Representan-
tes, donde se enfrenta al
rechazo de los demócratas
y de muchos republicanos
opuestos a los drásticos
recortes. El republicano
de 79 años se puso el 4 de
julio, feriado nacional que
celebra el Día de la Inde-
pendencia, como fecha
tope simbólica para pro-
mulgarla.

EXPLOSIÓN
DEL DÉFICIT
El texto prevé prolongar

los enormes créditos fis-
cales adoptados durante
el primer mandato de
Trump (2017-2021), elimi-

na el impuesto a las propi-
nas e incluye miles de
millones de dólares adi-
cionales para defensa y
control migratorio.
Tanto expertos como

políticos prevén que dis-
pare el déficit federal.
La Oficina de Presu-

puesto del Congreso,
responsable de las evalua-
ciones imparciales del
impacto de los proyectos
de ley en las finanzas
públicas, estima que in-
crementaría la deuda en
más de $3 billones para
2034. Para compensarlo
parcialmente, los republi-
canos prevén recortar
Medicaid, el programa
público de seguro médico
del que dependen millo-
nes de estadounidenses
de bajos ingresos.
También se plantean

reducir el programa SNAP
de ayuda alimentaria y
desmantelar los incenti-
vos fiscales para las ener-
gías renovables adoptados
durante el mandato del
expresidente demócrata
Joe Biden.
Donald Trump, quien

ha hecho de este proyecto
de ley una pieza clave de
su programa económico
para este segundo manda-
to, enfrenta sin embargo
las marcadas reticencias
de algunos senadores de
su propio partido, temero-
sos de los riesgos electora-
les de estos recortes im-
portantes. Finalmente tres
de 53 se opusieron.
A estas reticencias se ha

sumado la frontal oposi-
ción de Elon Musk, la
persona más rica del mun-
do y exasesor de Trump
que se enemistó con el
presidente precisamente
por este proyecto de pre-
supuesto.

Senado aprueba plan
fiscal de Trump y lo
devuelve a la Cámara
Baja para voto final
POR ROBIN LEGRAND
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON
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II 
 

CUSTOMER'S INSTALLATION 

 
A. GENERAL 
 

Customer's Installation shall be constructed, installed and maintained in accordance with standard 
practice as determined by local codes and ordinances applicable thereto, these Rules and 
Regulations and other applicable governmental requirements; provided, however, that Company 
shall have no responsibility whatsoever for determining whether any local code or ordinance or any 
other governmental requirement is applicable to Customer’s Installation, or for enforcing or 
determining whether Customer’s Installation is in compliance with any local code or ordinance or any 
other governmental requirement.  A Customer installing a Gas fired electric generator shall also 
ensure that the installation and operation of such equipment complies with the Tariff and the 
requirements of the Customer’s electric provider. The Company shall not be responsible for the 
installation and maintenance of carbon monoxide or methane gas detectors within the Customer’s 
premises. 
 
The Customer's piping, appliances, equipment and apparatus shall be installed and maintained in 
accordance with standard practice, and in full compliance with all applicable laws, codes and 
governmental and Company regulations. The Customer expressly agrees to utilize no apparatus or 
device which is not properly constructed, controlled, and protected, or which may adversely affect 
service to others, and the Company reserves the right to discontinue or withhold service for such 
apparatus or device. 
 
Customer shall give immediate notice to the Company when any leakage of Gas is detected, 
discovered, or suspected. Whenever a leakage of Gas is suspected, detected, or discovered, 

Customer agrees not to use any potential source of ignition, such as flame, electrical source, or other 
igniting medium in the proximity of escaping Gas, which could ignite such Gas. 

 
B. INSPECTION OF CUSTOMER'S INSTALLATION 
 

Where governmental inspection of a Customer's Installation is required, Company will not supply Gas 
Service to such installation until the necessary inspections have been made and Company has been 
authorized to provide Gas Service. 

 
Company may also inspect Customer's Installation prior to rendering Gas Service, and from time to 
time thereafter, but assumes no responsibility whatsoever as a result of having made such 
inspection.  Company will not render (and may discontinue) Gas Service to any Customer Installation 
which Company finds to be hazardous.  Customer has sole responsibility to insure that the 
hazardous condition has been corrected prior to initiation of Gas Service. 
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IV 
 

BILLING 
 

A. BILLING PERIODS 
 

Bills for Gas Service will be rendered each month.  Bills shall be considered received by Customer 
when mailed to the most recent billing address supplied by Customer to Company or by any other 
delivery method expressly agreed to by both the Company and Customer to reach and bill the 
Customer. 

 
It is the Customer’s (both sales service and transportation service Customers) obligation to make 
payments to the Company (or to an Authorized Payment Agent of the Company) of all bills rendered.  
Payment by a Customer to a third party (including a Third Party Gas Supplier) which has not been 
designated by Company as an Authorized Payment Agent will not satisfy the Customer’s obligation to 
make payment of Company’s bill for Gas Service. 

 
B. INITIAL OR FINAL BILLS 
 

When the period of Gas Service for which an initial or final bill is rendered is less than fifty (50) 
percent of the normal billing period, the Customer charge or minimum bill shall be one-half (1/2) of 
the charge per applicable rate schedule.  When the period of Gas Service is fifty (50) percent or more 
of the normal Billing Period, there shall be no reduction in the Customer charge or minimum bill.  The 
distribution charge for Gas consumed shall be at the applicable billing rate. 

 
C. NON-RECEIPT OF BILLS 
 

Failure of Customer to receive a bill shall not relieve Customer of its obligation to pay the bill. 
 

D. METER READINGS NOT COMBINED 
 

If a Customer takes Gas Service under more than one rate schedule at a single delivery point, the bill 
shall be calculated separately for the Gas Service provided under each such rate schedule. 

 
If a Customer takes Gas Service under one or more rate schedules at two or more Points of Delivery, 
a bill shall be calculated separately for Gas Service provided under each rate schedule at each Point 
of Delivery.  

 
If Company must, for reasons of its convenience, establish more than one Point of Delivery at a 
single premise, the readings of the Meters for like classes of service will be combined. 

 
E. DELINQUENT BILLS 
 

A bill shall be considered delinquent if payment thereof has not been received by Company (or an 
Authorized Payment Agent of the Company) upon the expiration of twenty (20) days from the date of 
Company’s mailing or other delivery of such bill.  Charges for services due and rendered which are 
unpaid as of the past due date may be subject to a Late Payment Charge of 1.5 percent, except the 
accounts of federal, state, and local governmental entities, agencies, and instrumentalities.  A Late 
Payment Charge may be applied to the accounts of federal, state, and local governmental entities, 
agencies, and instrumentalities at a rate no greater than allowed, and in a matter permitted by 
applicable law. 
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V 
 

MEASUREMENT 

 
A.   METERS 

 
Company will own, operate and maintain the Meters and regulating equipment needed to accurately 
measure Gas Service provided to Customer. 

 
Customer will provide a convenient, accessible, and safe location, satisfactory to Company, for 
installation of necessary Meters, regulators, and ancillary equipment. 

 
Customer will safeguard Company's facilities on Customer's property and will not permit 
unauthorized persons to tamper with such facilities or otherwise operate or alter them in any manner. 
 
If changes in conditions not caused by the Company on Customer’s premises adversely affect the 
convenience, accessibility, or safety of the Meter location, the Customer shall be responsible for the 
cost of relocating the Meter, its appurtenances, and related piping. 
 

 
All Gas delivered to Customers shall be measured by commercially acceptable measuring devices 
owned and maintained by the Company, except where it is impractical to Meter loads, such as street 
lighting, and temporary or special installations, in which case the consumption may be calculated, or 
billed on a rate or as provided in the Company’s filed Tariff. 

 
B.   TYPE OF METERING PROVIDED 
 

1. Except as provided in paragraph (2) below, each separate occupancy unit (as defined in 
Commission Rule 25-7.071, FAC) for which construction commenced after January 1, 1987, 
shall be individually metered. 

 
2. Individual Meters shall not be required, and master metering is permitted, for separate 

occupancy units where dimensions or physical configurations of the units are subject to 
alteration; where Gas is used in central heating, water heating, ventilating and air conditioning 
systems, or Gas back up service to storage heating and cooling systems; in specialized-use 
housing accommodations such as hospitals and other health care facilities specified in 
Commission Rule 25-7.071, FAC, college dormitories, convents, sorority or fraternity houses, 
motels, hotels and similar facilities; in specially designated areas for overnight occupancy at 
trailer, mobile home and recreational vehicle parks where permanent residency is not 
established; in marinas where living aboard is prohibited by permanent means; or where 
individual Gas Service would otherwise be required above the second story, in accordance 
with Commission Rule 25-7.071, FAC. 

 
3. When individual metering is not required and master metering is used, submeters may be 

purchased and installed at Customer's request and expense, for use in allocating solely the 
cost of Gas billed by Company for Gas Service at the master Meter. 

 
C.   METER ACCURACY AT INSTALLATION 
 

All Meters, when installed, shall be not more than 1 percent fast or 1 percent slow and will have been 
tested not more than twelve (12) months prior to being installed. 
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